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Residents may exceed the yard waste limit to allow for post-storm debris cleanup         

Due to the downed trees, tree limbs and small branches from Tuesday night’s storm, the City’s Department of Public Works has temporarily lifted yard waste limits for residents. Through Tuesday, June 7, residents will be permitted to exceed the three-cubic-yard limit per collection, and may place yard debris in the right-of-way on a non-collection day.  Residents are asked to place yard debris in clear plastic bags and tie tree limbs less than 4 feet, 6 inches in diameter into bundles.  For tree limbs larger than 4 feet, 6 inches, homeowners should call the City’s Division of Waste Management at 441-5813 to make arrangements. .


The waiver applies to yard waste only. All bulk, miscellaneous and appliance items still need to be scheduled and will be collected on the regularly-scheduled collection day. Effective Wednesday, June 8, the three-cubic-yard limit will go back into effect, and code restrictions and/or limits will be enforced for yard waste. 

For more information on yard waste, please visit www.norfolk.gov/PublicWorks/waste.asp
CIVIC LEAGUES AND GROUPS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN CITY NATIONAL NIGHT OUT EVENT OR HOST THEIR OWN
This year’s major National Night Out 2011 celebration is set for Tuesday, August 2 in East Ocean View with the theme, “Taking it to the Beach!” 
Civic leagues are invited to join in the celebration in East Ocean View or to host an event in their own neighborhoods. As in years past, the citywide event is expected to attract city officials, hundreds of guests, and offer entertainment, light refreshments, and opportunities for networking. 
The kick-off will be in the East Ocean View Recreation Center, 9520 E. 20th Bay Street, at 5:30 p.m. The setting in East Ocean View provides a unique ambiance for this local tradition. An added attraction for this year’s event will be a paddle parade on Pretty Lake coordinated by staffers from the Aquatics Division. The paddle parade will consist of kayaks and other non-motorized vessels. 
The traditional street parade will be about a mile long beginning at the East Ocean View Recreation Center and culminating in the open spaces surrounding the intersection of  21st Bay Street by Pleasant Avenue. To register your civic league for the street parade, contact Mr. J. J. Willis at GMDSS@aol.com; or, to participate in the paddle parade, contact Logan Kiernan at 441-1760 or via logan.kiernan@norfolk.gov.

For more information about Norfolk’s 2011 National Night Out, or to volunteer, contact Maravia Ebong, Norfolk Police community outreach coordinator, at 664-6937 or via maravia.ebong@norfolk.gov. 

JUNE 1 IS THE START OF HURRICANE SEASON. ARE YOUR PLANS READY?
Get a Kit - Having a disaster supply kit is essential to making it through a disaster safely. Make sure to have supplies on hand to last each person at least three days. 

Make a Plan - Emergencies and disasters can strike anyone, anytime and anywhere. They can happen quickly and without warning, and they can force you to evacuate your neighborhood or require you to stay in your home. It is vital that you understand what a disaster could mean for you and your family. Each person's needs and abilities are different, but every individual can take important steps to prepare for all kinds of emergencies and to put plans in place. Get ready now. 
Stay Informed About Your Threats

Before, during and after a disaster, it is critical that you listen for the most local, up-to-date information from emergency officials. Local media will convey instructions from local, state and federal government partners, such as:

· Orders to evacuate 

· Details about evacuation routes 

· Locations of evacuation shelters 

· How to safely stay where you are 

· Where to find assistance 

· Weather warnings and watches 

Make sure your battery-powered radio is working in case the electricity goes out. Have extra batteries on hand.

It’s also important to know what kinds of threats could affect where you live. Explore the links at the left to learn more about these threats and how to respond to them. Knowing what to do during an emergency is an important part of being prepared.

For more information, go to www.readyvirginia.gov  the website also offers information is several languages.  Or go to to www.norfolk.gov (where you can also sign up for emergency alerts at the Norfolk Alert box) or www.readyvirginia.gov
NORFOLK ALERT – sign up for emergency information and city updates

The City is encouraging all residents, as well as those with loved ones living in Norfolk, to sign up for Norfolk Alert, a program the City uses to communicate emergency messages and other messages via telephone or email.  

Norfolk Alert is an innovative solution for improving communications between government agencies, citizens, volunteer organizations and the general public. The service is provided at no cost to those who enroll and allows subscribers to sign up for [image: image4.jpg]NoRrFoLK
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broadcasts such as: emergency notifications, road closings, inclement weather announcements, and other service related information.   Subscribers must opt-in to receive specified messages and will not be sent messages they don't sign up to receive.  All contact information provided by subscribers remains confidential and is not used for any purpose other than to deliver the messages subscribers have chosen.  

Residents can sign up for Norfolk Alert, but visiting www.norfolk.gov/norfolkalert.  Once signed up for the program, subscribers must go to the "edit my alerts" tab to sign up for the notifications they wish to receive and designate how they would like to receive them.  Norfolk Alert is a public service that provides general guidelines and should not be used as the sole source of information during emergencies. For more information or to subscribe to Norfolk Alert, visit www.norfolk.gov/norfolkalert. 
 CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS
For more information on Council actions, go to www.norfolk.gov/  city council section
May 17, 2011 Meeting

Ordinance to amend the FY 2011 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Funding Authorization for Light Rail - This agenda item is an ordinance to amend the FY 2011 Approved CIP so as to increase the funding authorization for Light Rail construction by an amount not-to-exceed $13,410,888. If approved, the City will amend ordinance #43,849 so as to increase the funding authorization for Light Rail construction by an amount not-to-exceed $13,410,888. This funding authorization increase is matched dollar-for-dollar with newly identified federal funds. Approved. 

FY 2012 Operating Budget Ordinance – General Fund

Appropriate General Fund and other operating funds for the 2012 Fiscal Year. Approved. 
	Depts included in above ordinance
	 
	

	Legislative
	$4,438,800
	

	Executive 
	$1,919,800
	

	Department of Law
	$3,941,200
	

	Constitutional Officers
	$5,343,900
	

	Finance
	$3,198,300
	

	Department of Human Resources
	$2,740,500
	

	Courts and Court Support
	$9,526,100
	

	Sheriff and Detention
	$36,108,000
	

	Department of Public Health
	$5,537,900
	

	Department of Human Services
	$57,461,100
	

	Department of Public Works
	$43,096,900
	

	Recreation/Parks & Open Space
	$16,990,700
	

	Education
	$290,550,500
	

	Department of Libraries
	$6,978,200
	

	Elections
	$906,300
	

	Department of Planning
	$8,748,300
	

	Cultural Facilities, Arts, and Entertainment
	$6,218,300
	

	Non-Departmental Appropriations
	$17,755,200
	

	Outside Agencies
	$38,423,300
	

	Department of Police
	$66,494,800
	

	Department of Fire-Rescue
	$40,287,900
	

	Virginia Zoological Park
	$3,939,100
	

	Debt Service
	$82,052,400
	

	Budget & Management
	$1,067,700
	

	Economic Development 
	$1,867,400
	

	Communications & Public Relations
	$1,757,800
	

	Department of Information Technology
	$10,342,400
	

	Office to End Homelessness
	$425,000
	

	General Services
	$18,949,800
	

	National Maritime Center
	$5,310,200
	

	Cruise Ship Terminal
	$2,638,400
	

	Total Appropriations General Fund – Operating Budget
	$795,016,200
	


FY 2012 Operating Budget Ordinance  - Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)

appropriating $151,640,300 for certain projects approved therein; authorizing an issue of bonds in the amount of $72,656,473, authorizing the expenditure of $45,609,666 in cash, of which $1,000,000 is appropriated from the Public Amenities Fund and $10,000,000 is appropriated from funds reimbursed by another governmental entity; and the reappropriation of $33,374,161 of previously authorized, but unissued, bonds Approved. 
FY 2012 Budget Ordinance – CDBG, HOME and ESG Programs 
The FY 2012 Annual Plan for the Consolidated Plan (Fiscal Years 2012 through 2016), approving the applications for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Program and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Program Funds,  appropriating and authorizing the expenditure of $5,026,108 in CDBG grant funds, $2,139,402 in HOME grant funds, and $282,781 in ESG grant funds and authorizing the appropriate city officials to do all things necessary to receive the funds and carry out the programs Approved.

FY 2012 Budget Ordinance – Special Revenue Appropriations, Norfolk Public Schools Grant and Child Nutrition Funds
Appropriate grant funds totaling $61,944,132 to the School Board of the City of Norfolk for Title 1 programs, other special programs and the Child Nutrition Services Program and authorizing the expenditure of the funds in Fiscal Year 2012 for Norfolk Public Schools. Approved.
Authorizing Disbursements and Appropriation of Funds for the Norfolk Law Library

Appropriating and authorizing the expenditure of up to $280,020 by the Norfolk Law Library from monies assessed and collected by the city as part of costs in Civil Court actions in accordance with the approved budget and the October 1, 1987 agreement among the city, the Norfolk Law Library and the Norfolk and Portsmouth Bar Association. Approved. 
FY 2012 Budget Ordinance – Increase tax rate on cigarettes
Increase the tax rate on cigarettes from thirty-two and five-tenths (32.5) mils per cigarette to thirty-seven and five-tenths (37.5) mils per cigarette. Approved.

FY 2012 Budget Ordinance – Increase in bed tax
Increase the flat tax per room for each night of lodging at any hotel to two ($2.00) dollars. Approved.

FY 2012 Budget Ordinance – Increase in Fire Inspection and Permit Fees
Adopt fees for fire inspections and permits and amend fire permit procedures. The ordinance applies a fee of $50 to most permits as well as inspections that currently do not have a required fee. Approved.
May 10, 2011 Meeting

Change of conditions of conditional IN-2 (Campus Institutional) district at 835 Redgate Avenue – Sentara - this will amend the conditions of the conditional IN-2 district to allow Sentara to remove the condition of daycare only to allow a medical office, administrative office, or daycare. Approved. 

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to add Kennel (with no outdoor runs) as a permitted use in the Courtney Avenue Urban Multiple Use District (CAU-MU) - the request would allow for Kennels with no outdoor runs a permitted use in the CAU-MU only. Approved.

Change of conditions of conditional R-12 (Medium Density Multiple-Family) district at 1405 Dure Road – Cornick Place - the request would amend the conditions of the conditional R-12 to remove the age restriction that limits 80% of the units to heads of household older than 55 years old. Approved.

Change of Zoning from R-11 (Moderate Density Multiple-Family) district to conditional R-9 (One-Family) district at 735-743 Fremont Street – the request will allow Terrance Simmons to construct a single-family home on the vacant lot located at 743 Fremont Street. Approved. 

Statement of Legal Debt Margin - No action is requested from City Council except to receive and file. The purpose of this quarterly notice is to advise City Council of the compliance with the City's Legal Debt Margin. The Commonwealth of Virginia limits the City's ability to issue general obligation bonds (which pledge the full faith and taxing power of the City as security for repayment) in excess of 10% of the City's Taxable Assessed Value. As of March 31, 2011, the City's existing general obligations are 4.38% of assessed value (43.79% of legal capacity). 
Ocean View Business Association (OVBA) Donation of Fencing for Maple Avenue Dog Park - the City will accept a donation of vinyl coated chain link fencing and materials for installation from the Ocean View Business Association for the Maple Avenue Dog Park. Approved.

Acceptance of Temporary Construction Easements for Cape Henry Avenue  - the City will accept the conveyance of temporary construction easements along the north side of Cape Henry Avenue between Keller Avenue and Ballentine Boulevard. The easements will permit the removal and replacement of sidewalk and driveway aprons as part of a drainage improvement project on Cape Henry Avenue in the same area. Approved. 

Encroach into City property at 3236 East Ocean View Avenue - An encroachment is an object or structure that infringes into City of Norfolk’s rights-of-way or property. All encroachments must be approved by Council. If approved, this encroachment will allow Michelle Schenk to construct a walkway and stairs for access to the beach and the Chesapeake Bay from 3236 E. Ocean View Avenue. Approved. 
Institutional Development Plan for St. Mary’s Home for Disabled Children – 6161 Kempsville Circle
The request would allow St. Mary’s Home for Disabled Children to construct a 12 room medical residential facility and a small storage shed at their current location. Approved.
Accept the 2010 State Homeland Security Program Grant for $110,684 from the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services - this grant will provide funding for the purchase of night vision equipment to enhance the Norfolk Police Department’s (NPD’s) capability in responding to potential acts of terrorism; and to pay for maintenance and warranty fees to support the NPD’s Crime Records Information Sharing Network; therefore it is recommended that the City Council adopt this ordinance, which will allow for the acceptance and appropriation of funding in the amount of $110,684.00 from the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services. Approved.

2010 Census Redistricting - this ordinance will provide guiding principles for the process of adjusting the boundaries of our wards, the first step is adoption of a plan for redistricting and submission to the Justice Department is required for preclearance by the Justice Department by early fall of 2011. Approved. 

FY10 Department of Defense Funding - this ordinance will accept $56,315 from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management under the FY2009 Department of Homeland Security funding; appropriating and authorizing the expenditure of funds by Norfolk Fire-Rescue (NFR) for associated medical supply and equipment expenses. The bulk of the expense will be associated with the use of medical equipment and medical treatment supplies that once used must be replaced. These funds are not making new purchases, but are simply intended for the replacement of equipment and supplies used. The purpose of this exercise is to test and evaluate the regional Mass Casualty Response Plan for Hampton Roads. Many Regional and State partners will also participate on May 19, but NFR will have the lead and accept the lion’s share of the equipment and supply commitment for this exercise. Approved.

FY09 Department of Homeland Security Funding - this ordinance will accept $31,769 from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management under the FY2009 Department of Homeland Security funding; appropriating and authorizing the expenditure of funds by Norfolk Fire-Rescue (NFR) for associated personnel overtime expenses. The bulk of these overtime expenses will be incurred on May 19 as NFR takes the lead that day in performing a medical mass casualty exercise conducted at Harbor Park. The purpose of this exercise is to test and evaluate the regional Mass Casualty Response Plan for Hampton Roads. Many Regional and State partners will also participate on May 19, but NFR will have the lead, and will hold the lion’s share of the staffing commitment for this exercise. On duty and off duty NFR members will be participating, with associated overtime expenses covered within this ordinance. Approved.
CITY UPDATES
BUDGET DETAIL
Approved Fiscal Year 2012 financial plan for the City of Norfolk (details changes from budget proposed in April )
	Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 Financial Plan

	Fund
	Approved Budget

	General Fund
	795,016,200

	Enterprise Funds
	124,480,700

	Special Revenue Funds
	32,226,900

	Internal Service Funds
	13,197,000

	Total Operating
	964,920,800

	Annual Capital Improvement Plan
	151,640,300

	Total Operating and Capital
	1,116,651,100

	Annual Plan for HUD Block Grants
	7,448,291

	Total Financial Plan
	1,124,099,391


The Proposed FY 2012 Budget was presented on April 26, 2011. Based on discussions during three City Council work sessions, several adjustments were made to the Operating Budget and the Annual Plan. The Approved General Fund Operating Budget reflects an increase of $1,740,087 from the Proposed Budget. The revenue and expenditure adjustments are listed below:

	Revenue Adjustments and Redistributions
	Amount

	Increase Federal Appropriation for Norfolk Public Schools
	$500,000

	Increase personal property tax revenue based on revised estimates
	$1,240,000

	Total Adjustments to Revenues
	$1,740,000


	Expenditure Adjustments and Redistributions
	Amount

	Increase Federal Appropriation for Norfolk Public Schools
	$500,000

	Adjust Aid to Localities Payment to the Commonwealth
	($261,961)

	Support Virginia First Cities Membership
	$43,261

	Support Hampton Roads Sports Commission 
	$35,100

	Reduce expenditures for Performance Based Grants based on revised estimates
	($500,000)

	Provide a $500 bonus to employees
	$1,923,600

	Total Adjustments to the Expenditures
	$1,740,000


Other adjustments that were made to the Proposed Budget are listed below:

	Other Adjustments and Redistributions
	Budget
	Amount

	Provide additional Public Amenities funds to Norfolk Arts and Culture Consortium to mitigate reductions. 
	Public Amenities
	$500,000

	Transfer funds from Plumb Line CHDO to the CHDO set-aside
	Annual Plan/HOME Program
	$88,308

	Transfer funds from administration to Horizons Hampton Roads
	Annual Plan/CDBG Program
	$5,700

	Transfer governance of McArthur Memorial from the National Maritime Center back to Department of Cultural Facilities, Arts and Entertainment
	General Fund
	$0

	Accelerate the school construction schedule (no impact on FY 2012 Capital Improvement Budget)
	Capital
	$0


The impact of the change to the five-year Capital Improvement Plan is detailed below:
1. School 1 (no change): Completion of Crossroads in FY 2012. 

2. School 2 (no change): Begin construction of Campostella in FY 2013 with completion by FY 2014.

3. School 3 (changed): Begin design in FY 2013 with construction in FY 2014 and completion in FY 2015.

4. School 4 (no change): Begin design in FY 2016. 

	Revised School Construction Schedule

	 
	FY 2012
	FY 2013
	FY 2014
	FY 2015
	FY 2016
	Total

	Crossroads1 
	$7,600,000
	
	
	
	
	$7,600,000

	School #2

(Campostella)2
	$2,200,000
	$7,550,000
	$5,000,000
	
	
	$14,750,000

	School #3 
	
	$2,200,000
	$14,800,000
	$5,000,000
	
	$22,000,000

	School #4 
	
	
	
	
	$2,200,000
	$2,200,000

	Total 
	$9,800,000
	$9,750,000
	$19,800,000
	$5,000,000
	$2,200,000
	$46,550,000


1 This project has prior year funding of $17.2 million.

2  This project has prior year funding of $7.25 million.

In summary, the Approved FY 2012 Budget includes minor adjustments that ensure support for our valued employees and our outside partners. The Approved FY 2012 Budget is the beginning of the process of building a “well-managed government.”  During the coming year, we will continue to look at city operations and will identify opportunities for efficiency by continuous analysis and forward thinking. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Economic Development 101 - Key Highlights
Finance, Administration and Economic Development Committee

Meeting Summary for May 10, 2011

1. 


· The mission of the Department of Economic Development is to generate wealth for the City of Norfolk through business enhancement, expansion, and new business development complementary to our neighborhoods.

· The City has a genuine competitive advantage because of its strategic location and assets which stimulated existing business clusters that drive economic development. 

· The Department of Economic Development structure is based on the business cluster model. In 1999, the City was the first in the country to use this type of structure, now it is the way many states and cities structure their economic development efforts to achieve sustainable growth.

· The City’s structure is divided into four clusters: Maritime and Transportation Business Cluster; Technology Business Cluster; Retail and Commercial Business Cluster and Finance and Business Services Cluster. 

· The Department also provides special services and programs which includes business development training (i.e. starting a business, financing a business and government contracting); as well as providing business incentives (including HUBZones, and the Virginia State Enterprise Zone).

· The Department works closely with the Economic Development Authority (EDA); the Authority provides departmental support of $480,000 a year and $150,000 a year in business and employment services funding. 

· The EDA had a role in the land development at the Lake Wright Executive Center and Central Business Park and future opportunities include Lake Wright East and Lake Wright Golf Course/Burton Station.

· The Department of Economic Development provides an advocacy role by directly advocating for specific projects that support the City’s economic development goals and for policies and processes that create an environment that supports business development versus those that require continued direct intervention on a case by case basis. 

· Additionally, the Department provides information sharing and reports to various Task Forces, business associations, roundtables and civic leagues.

· The Committee requested that staff report back on a quarterly basis to provide measurements/benchmarks of accomplishments and identify projects that they are working on.

· The Committee asked that an inventory be created to include both City and NRHA property that is available for company’s use/development and to quicken the process that potential companies must follow to move into those spaces.

· Within the next six month, the Committee would like a presentation on what the City is doing to pull in more maritime businesses and a future presentation on how the City is being marketed for Inter City Rail, the Panama Canal widening and Midtown Tunnel construction. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Hurricane season starts June 1 and Norfolk emergency preparedness officials urge Norfolk residents to start assembling an emergency kit by taking advantage of a sales tax holiday, May 25-31, on many emergency supplies. 

When is Virginia’s Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday? 

The tax holiday begins at 12:01 a.m. May 25 and ends at midnight May 31. 

What items are exempt from sales tax? 

Many items used every day are included, such as batteries and flashlights; bottled water and coolers; tarps, plastic sheeting and duct tape; smoke detectors and fire extinguishers; portable radios; cell phone chargers; first aid kits and more. Portable generators and inverters also are included. A complete list can be found at: http://www.tax.virginia.gov/web_pdfs/Exempt_Products.pdf
What types and sizes of bottled water qualify? 

All single bottles of water and multipacks of bottles are exempt. All flavored, carbonated and vitamin waters qualify for the exemption. There are no size restrictions.

Are solar, hand-cranked or other devices that generate electricity exempt? 

Yes, as long as they have a sales price of $1,000 or less. Water storage containers can be purchased without sales tax. 

What are examples of these? 

Any water barrel, water bucket, canteen, water can, water cooler or other container appropriate for storing water qualifies for the sales tax exemption.

Are candles covered? 

No, the exemption does not apply to any type of candles.

Battery-powered, solar-powered or hand-cranked flashlights are much safer than candles during emergencies.

Are gasoline cans and propane tanks included? 

Yes. Empty gasoline, diesel and propane fuel tanks or containers with a selling price of $60 or less are included under the exemption for hurricane preparedness equipment.

Are any food items, such as nonperishable canned goods, exempted from sales tax during the holiday? 

No. The legislation under which the Hurricane Preparedness Holiday was enacted does not provide an exemption for food purchases.

 The Atlantic basin is expected to see an above-normal hurricane season this year, according to the seasonal outlook issued by NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center – a division of the National Weather Service. Across the entire Atlantic Basin for the six-month season, which begins June 1, NOAA is predicting the following ranges this year:

· 12 to 18 named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher), of which:

· 6 to 10 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher), including: 
· 3 to 6 major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher) 
 

Each of these ranges has a 70 percent likelihood, and indicate that activity will exceed the seasonal average of 11 named storms, six hurricanes and two major hurricanes. 

“The United States was fortunate last year. Winds steered most of the season’s tropical storms and all hurricanes away from our coastlines,” said Jane Lubchenco, Ph.D., under secretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere and NOAA administrator. “However we can’t count on luck to get us through this season. We need to be prepared, especially with this above-normal outlook.”

For more information on hurricane preparedness, go to www.norfolk.gov (where you can also sign up for emergency alerts at the Norfolk Alert box) 

ENVIRONMENTAL STORM WATER – FLOODING MITIGATION
Spring is in the air and that means one thing for the City’s Environmental Storm Water Division – it is time to clean up!  To prepare for the upcoming summer storm season, Environmental Storm Water crews have begun cleaning and removing debris from wet wells in Norfolk’s ten pump stations. In one day alone, more than 40 cubic yards of debris was removed from the 1st View Pump Station; this debris would have hindered the efficiency of the pump if it had not been removed. 

In other preparation efforts, crews worked to clear the underpasses and storm water drainage systems along Tidewater Drive from Granby Street to Mason Creek. Additionally, the pump at the Maple Avenue station was given a tune-up to ensure it was running at the optimum levels. Similar efforts by the City’s Environmental Storm Water crews will continue throughout the City to ensure that we are ready to weather another summer storm season. 
ENVIRONMENT

The EcoGarden at the Ernie Morgan Center

The EcoGarden, located outside the Ernie Morgan Center in Norfolk’s Lafayette Park, has been teaching residents about sustainable gardening for over 10 years. The garden, which was created to spotlight the benefits of utilizing green gardening techniques, includes over 40 species of plants native to our region. Visitors to the garden can observe plants beds that represent soil compositions typical to Norfolk: low-lying sections prone to flooding; dry, sandy patches; cool and shady spots. Native plants that optimize existing conditions and improve the landscape's appearance are flourishing in each of the garden’s sections.


Why garden with plants native to the region?  Since they are native to the area, they are easily maintained and have a high rate of success. They are adapted to our weather patterns and are more resistant to intense, dry summers and garden pests found in our region. And, native plants are an integral part of our local ecosystems, providing food, habitat and shelter to our local wildlife. As an added bonus, native plants are more readily available at local nurseries.  

The EcoGarden was made possible by over 100 native garden enthusiasts who have volunteered their time over the past ten years. Most recently, Norfolk Environmental Commissioner Deborah Mosher and members of the Norfolk Master Gardeners have adopted the garden for regular maintenance and plantings, which now includes a native herb garden. The Ernie Morgan EcoGarden is free and open to the public during the hours the Lafayette Park is open. To access the garden, enter through the Virginia Zoo entrance located off Granby Street, then take the first left; the Ernie Morgan Center and EcoGarden are located at the end of the parking lot.
HAMPTON ROADS NAVAL MUSEUM

Hampton Roads Naval Museum Blog Selected for Archiving    
(Norfolk, Virginia) – Recently, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum was notified by the Library of Congress that their Civil War Navy Sesquicentennial blog (civilwarnavy150blogspot.com) has been selected for archiving in the United States Library of Congress historic collection of Internet materials.

Abbie Grotke, web archiving team lead for Library of Congress said, “The Civil War Navy Sesquicentennial blog (civilwarnavy150blogspot.com) was selected because it is seen as one that would contribute to future scholarship in the study and interpretation of the Civil War Sesquicentennial.”

Matt Eng, deputy educator for the Hampton Roads Naval Museum stated, "When we created the blog in 2009, it began as a source to disseminate relevant information on Civil War navy-related activities throughout the United States. What it has blossomed into, however, is a nationally renowned source of historical information and research for anyone interested in the 150th anniversary of the Civil War."  

The Library of Congress preserves the Nations cultural artifacts and provides enduring access to them. The Library’s traditional functions, acquiring, cataloging, preserving and serving collection materials of historical importance to the Congress and the American people to foster education and scholarship, extend to digital materials, including websites. The Library's web archiving site may be found at http://www.loc.gov/webarchiving/.

The Hampton Roads Naval Museum www.hrnm.navy.mil introduces visitors to 235 years of U.S. Naval history in Hampton Roads, Virginia. One of 12 officially operated U.S. Navy museums, reporting to the Naval History and Heritage Command www.history.navy.mil , the museum houses a rich collection of authentic uniforms, weaponry, underwater artifacts, detailed ship models and artwork. The Hampton Roads Naval Museum is located on the second level of Nauticus. Admission is free.
LIBRARIES

Norfolk Main Library Collections and Services to Remain Accessible 

During Construction of Slover Main Library

Plans are now underway for Norfolk’s new Main Library. With the generous donation of $20 million dollars from Frank Batten Sr. in October 2008, the City of Norfolk is able to build a new main library complex sooner than originally planned. In keeping with Mr. Batten’s wishes, the new library will be named in honor of his uncle, Colonel Samuel L. Slover, who was a former Norfolk Mayor, and founder of Landmark Communications.

On January 25, 2011, Mayor Paul Fraim announced that the Batten Foundation has generously increased the Batten gift by an additional $20 million, in the form of a “challenge grant”. Under the terms of the challenge grant, the Batten Foundation’s full match will be achieved provided that a minimum of $4 million of additional contributions and pledges are raised by the newly formed Slover Library Foundation from private entities or individuals. 


With the combined Batten donation of $40 million, the money raised by the Slover Library Foundation, and the City of Norfolk’s previously announced $20 million contribution, it is estimated that the construction costs will be covered. Any additional funds raised, but not needed for construction, will be put into a technology endowment to help sustain technological needs and advancements for the new Library.


Now in the final stages of the building design and planning phase, it is anticipated that ground breaking for the Slover Main Library will begin in early 2012, and that the new library will be completed approximately 18 months later, in late fall 2013. In order to maintain a safe environment during construction for the public and library staff, the current interim main library, Norfolk Main Library, will be closed during the construction of Slover Main Library.


Norfolk Main Library collections will be redistributed to Norfolk’s 10 neighborhood branches, the Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch Library, and the Library Service Center. The Sargeant Memorial Local History and Genealogy Collection will also relocate temporarily to the Pretlow Anchor Branch Library at 111 West Ocean View Avenue. 


While Norfolk Main Library is closed, the public will find that many of Norfolk Main Library’s services are also available at the Pretlow Anchor Branch Library. Customers will have access to books, computers, KidZone and Children’s Library, and the Sargeant Memorial Local History and Genealogy Collection at Pretlow Anchor Branch Library. A large number of Norfolk Main Library’s books will also be available at Pretlow Anchor Branch. There is ample parking at Pretlow Anchor Branch Library, and the library is open 7 days a week. The hours are Monday – Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; and Sunday: 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.


During the 18-month closure of the main library, residents of downtown Norfolk who utilized Norfolk Main Library as their neighborhood branch will have several ways to receive library services. Library materials will be available for pick-up and return in the Selden Arcade at the City of Norfolk’s Gift Shop. There will also be two Bookmobile stops scheduled in downtown Norfolk, and there are 3 neighborhood branches in close proximity to downtown that residents can go to: Van Wyck Branch Library (1368 DeBree Ave.), Jordan-Newby Branch Library (961 Park Ave.), and Blyden Branch Library (879 Princess Anne Rd.).


The library staff at Norfolk Main Library has been busy since January 2011 with moving library materials to the Pretlow Anchor Branch Library, the 10 branch libraries, and the Library Service Center so that when Norfolk Main Library closes, the collection will be available immediately.


With the distribution of Norfolk Main Library’s materials and services to the Pretlow Anchor Branch Library and the neighborhood branches, the citizens of Norfolk will continue to have access to the Main Library’s unique collection and its services during the construction of the Slover Main Library.

For more information about the Slover Main Library project, please call Norman Maas, Library Director, at 441-5910.
Norfolk Public Library Receives Award for Outstanding Program for Seniors for the Meet, Learn & Discover Series


The Virginia Public Library Director’s Association has awarded Norfolk Public Library with the Outstanding Program for Seniors Award for the Meet, Learn & Discover Series. 

Co-sponsored by AARP Virginia, the Meet Learn & Discover Series (MLD) grew out of the concept that the public library is a place to meet new people, learn new things and discover new ideas. AARP- a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization- helps people 50 and better improve the quality of their lives.


MLD programs offer participants the opportunity to come together once a month to hear a presentation and meet other people. Attendance varies and averages anywhere from five people to 100 people a month. Participation is growing and there is a core group that comes to almost every program. Program topics are determined from suggestions made by participants, AARP Virginia, the Norfolk City Historian, and the NPL Public Relations Office. Among the most popular topics are genealogy, tracing the history of your house and travel. 


The partnership with AARP Virginia has been extremely beneficial for the community. AARP is involved with program development and has provided speakers for the MLD programs. AARP print materials on a variety of topics are available at the Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch Library and the Norfolk Main Library. Funding to launch MLD was provided by an Institute of Museum & Library Services Age in America Grant.


The Meet, Learn & Discover Series takes place the third Wednesday of each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch Library and is free and open to the public. 

NORFOLK REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY
NRHA Annual Report Named Best in Global Real Estate Sector and 
18th Best World-Wide Out of 4,400 Competitors - In the world's largest annual report competition, with 4,400 entries from over 25 countries, the League of American Communications Professionals (LACP) awarded Norfolk Redevelopment & Housing Authority's (NRHA) 2010 annual report top place (platinum) in the global real estate sector and 18th best overall.


The LACP Vision Award is a renowned distinction in corporate/organizational and financial reporting. A jury of international communications experts assessed aspects such as the report cover, narrative, financials, creativity, message clarity and information accessibility.


LACP Managing Director, Christine Kennedy pointed out the judges’ comments: "This book deserves recognition for how creative it is and delivering a wow factor to readers. The development team seems to really understand what will draw the target audience's attention and effectively create a level of interaction with the reader. The work is supported by a robust financials section that we believe is superb."


The NRHA report beat out stiff competition from Korean and Hong Kong real estate giants Koramco REIT Management & Trust Co. (gold), Prosperity REIT (silver) and Kerry Properties Ltd (bronze). http://www.lacp.com/200910vision/c14.htm 


Among the Top 50 overall winners where NRHA ranked 18th, were Cisco Systems (9th), Munich Airport (14th and 16th), American Institute of CPAs (23rd), Office Depot Foundation (29th), Nippon Television Network Corp. of Japan (36th), DIRECTV (37th), Cephalon Inc. (40th), Whirlpool Corporation (42nd) and Mead Johnson Nutrition (49th). http://www.lacp.com/200910vision/top50.htm 


The 32-page annual report was developed in-house by NRHA's Communications & Marketing Department The report was printed by Virginia Business magazine and distributed as a special insert to their September 2010 edition.

NAUTICUS
Local attorney and philanthropist Peter G. “Uncle Pete” Decker will play the starring role in Nauticus’ upcoming summer attraction Atlantis! A Labyrinth Adventure, opening July 2 in the Half Moone Cruise and Celebration Center. This 17,000 square-foot experience will propel visitors into the fantasy world of Poseidon through a series of interactive challenges, mazes and games. 


Decker will portray fictional explorer “Peter Siden” in the introductory film that sets the stage for participants. As a tribute to Decker and his wife, Bess, introducing and spearheading Norfolk’s mermaid campaign, the experience will feature an elaborate Mermaid Room. Additionally, guests will swim with jellyfish, race sea turtles and wind through seaweed on their way to discover Atlantis.

“There’s no one more appropriate to star in this summer blockbuster than Pete Decker,” said Stephen E. Kirkland, Assistant Executive Director of Nauticus. “We needed a fearless, charismatic leader to spearhead this mission to Atlantis!”

Atlantis! A Labyrinth Adventure will run July 2 - September 4 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m, with late hours until 7 p.m. on Thursdays. Adults are $6, children ages 4-12 are $5, Nauticus members are $3 and children three and under are free. 

          For more information, call (757) 664-1000.
PUBLIC WORKS
Norfolk Celebrates National Public Works Week - During May 16-20, Norfolk’s Department of Public Works celebrated National Public Works Week with a display in the City Hall lobby to help citizens learn more about the important services that Public Works provides to the community. The display featured a working traffic light, exhibits from various Public Works divisions, informational brochures and a Guess the Number of Recyclable Bottles contest. 


Each year, the American Public Works Association (APWA) proclaims the third week of May as National Public Works Week to recognize the tens of thousands of men and women in the country who provide and maintain the infrastructure and services collectively known as public works.  This year’s theme was “Serving You and Your Community.”  On a daily basis, Norfolk’s Public Works professionals serve the community by disposing of trash, maintaining storm drains and ditches, building and maintaining City roads, libraries, museums and bridges, and much more.  To learn more about Public Works services, visit www.norfolk.gov/PublicWorks/.
POLICE
Local police officers recognized for help in fighting car theft - Norfolk Police Department Investigators Eric Flax and Ryan Crowder were recognized by the Virginia State Police (VSP) in the 2010 Law Enforcement Officers (LEO) Award competition at a ceremony during the annual meeting of the Virginia Chapter of the International Association of Special Investigation Units on Thursday, May 5, 2011.


The LEO Awards are part of a cooperative program between VSP, the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, and local law enforcement agencies. LEO award winners are selected by judges from the insurance industry, partnering law enforcement agencies, and the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles for their exemplary actions related to intelligence, prevention, enforcement and recoveries in fighting the crime of vehicle theft. Their skills and attention toward these areas help to increase public awareness of the HEAT program -- Help Eliminate Auto Theft.


HEAT operates in a manner similar to Crime Solvers, Crime Stoppers and the Drug Hotline. Citizens call the statewide toll-free hotline - 1-800-947-HEAT - to report information about suspected carjackings, auto thefts or chop-shop operations. Callers remain anonymous throughout the process, and those who supply tips leading to arrests are eligible for rewards of up to $25,000.

Criminals target mobile devices and social networks – tips forwarded by from NPD - Smartphones and social networking sites are likely to become the next big target for cyber criminals, according to a security industry report. Symantec's annual threat analysis warns that the technologies are increasingly being used to spread malicious code.


Users of Facebook, Twitter and Google's mobile operating system, Android, are said to be particularly vulnerable. However, the number of attacks remains small compared to other online crimes such as e-mail phishing.


According to Symantec, known vulnerabilities in mobile operating systems rose from 115 in 2009 to 163 in 2010. In several cases, the security holes were exploited and used to install harmful software on Android handsets - suggesting that criminals now view smartphone hacking as a potentially lucrative area .


At least six different varieties of malware were discovered hidden in applications that were distributed through a Chinese download service.

"It is something we have started to see happen, albeit on a small level," said Orla Cox, security operations manager at Symantec.


"It allows people to do a variety of things from intercepting SMS messages to dialling toll numbers. They have opened up the possibility of what is there."


Several pieces of malware were also found on iPhones, however only devices that had been "jailbroken" to bypass Apple's security were affected.


The company's process of pre-vetting all new applications is believed to have spared its devices from a major attack.

Rogue applications. On Facebook and Twitter, Symantec's analysis highlighted several different types of threat. Among the most prevalent were web links that encourage users to click through to other sites containing malware and rogue applications, designed to collect personal information.


The company estimates that one in six links posted on Facebook pages are connected to malicious software.


User information is said to be particularly valuable in "social engineering" attacks, where criminals use knowledge of an individual to trick them into scams that appear to relate to them personally.


The report also raises concerns about shortened URLs, such as http://tiny.cc/jumqm.


Such systems are widely used to shorten web addresses, but they also make it harder to tell what the target site is. Sixty-five per cent of malware links on social networking websites were found to use shortened URLs.

Attack toolkits


Symantec makes its money selling internet security software and services to individuals and corporations. IIts annual Internet Security Threat Report - based on data supplied by users around the world - is generally regarded as a reliable measure of changing trends in cyber crime. Globally, the company recorded a 93% increase in the volume of web-based attacks between 2009 and 2010.


The dramatic rise was largely attributed to the widespread availability of "attack toolkits" - software packages that allow users with relatively little skill to design their own malicious software.


Toolkits are available to buy online for as little as a few pounds and as much as several thousand for the latest versions.

PUBLIC HEALTH
In recognition of Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Month, the Norfolk Health Department, Teens with a Purpose and a host of community partners are hosting a FREE event for youth ages 10-18. WTW (Worth the Wait) Community Day will be held on June 4, 2011 at the Norview Community Center located at 6380 Sewells Point Road, Norfolk, VA 23513 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. The Community Day will feature live performances, Zumba classes, music, break out sessions, dramatic role play, food, prizes and much more.
PUBLIC WORKS 
Crews repair 2,064 potholes during pothole month - Motorists should find the City’s roadways easier to drive on, after crews from Public Works’ Division of Streets and Bridges repaired 2,064 potholes during a month-long pothole blitz in April. Each year, the Department of Public Works designates April as Pothole Repair Month because the consistently warm temperatures of 40 degrees or higher create the ideal conditions to make permanent repairs to the roadway surface. In March, crews got a head start on Pothole Month by repairing 2,282 potholes, for a combined two-month total of 4,346 potholes. 


Although Pothole Month is officially over, crews will continue to make pothole repairs year-round. To report a pothole, citizens can call the Division of Streets and Bridges at 823-4050, complete an online form at www.norfolk.gov/PublicWorks/pothole.asp or send an email to PWORKS@norfolk.gov. Repairs are usually completed within three to 10 days of the report.  For potholes on a state maintained interstate or county road, contact VDOT at 1-800-FOR-ROAD or visit www.virginiadot.org/info/faq-potholes.asp
Streets and Bridges Crews Do Their Part to Take Care of the City - Each spring, Public Works’ Division of Streets and Bridges identifies a part of the city in need of median refurbishing work. Refurbishing the medians helps repair the damage from winter weather, improves drainage and beautifies the area. The Streets and Bridges crew take pride in their annual project and view it as one of the ways that they “take care of the City.” 

This year, the spring median project targeted the area from Granby Street to Bayview Avenue. After the structural improvements to the medians were made, crews from Recreation Parks and Open Space added their finishing touches by landscaping the medians with new grass and plants. 
National Public Works Week Celebrates Serving the Community - Public Invited to Learn About the Importance of Public Works in Community Life, May 15-21


Norfolk’s Department of Public Works invites the public to celebrate National Public Works Week by learning and seeing firsthand the role the Department’s employees play in providing essential services to the community. The American Public Works Association (APWA) proclaims the third week of May each year as National Public Works Week to recognize the tens of thousands of men and women in North America who provide and maintain the infrastructure and services collectively known as public works. This year’s theme is “Serving You and Your Community.” 


During the week of May 16-20, residents are invited to visit the Public Works Display in the City Hall Lobby to learn more about the important services that Public Works provides to the community. 


On a daily basis, Norfolk’s Public Works professionals strive to provide excellent customer service to enhance the quality of life for its residents. Mayor Paul Fraim said the men and women of the Norfolk Public Works Department play a critical role in the life of our city. “These are the people who maintain the traffic on our streets in a safe and efficient manner; make sure our water is safe to drink; dispose of our trash and build and maintain our roads, libraries, museums and bridges,’’ Mayor Fraim said. “Despite a reduction in city spending, public works employees continue to provide outstanding services in a highly professional and timely manner.”


For more information about the City’s Public Works projects and services, visit: 

www.norfolk.gov/PublicWorks/ or e-mail PWorks@norfolk.gov.


Students can learn more about Public Works through games and activities at www.pwpaws.net/
RECYCLING 
Spring Cleaning? The City of Norfolk is at your ‘disposal." Recycling information for residents. - It’s that time of year again, when everyone is sorting through closets, attics and garages, making space for the summer and clearing out the clutter. Found some old tires? Clothing not fit for donation? Discover electronics from last decade? The City of Norfolk has options for residents:

What can I do with used electronics?
These items may be taken to the E-waste Collection Facility Mon-Sat, 10:00am to 2:00pm, 1176 Pineridge Rd. (Industrial Park), Norfolk. For details, call 441-5813. Free to all Norfolk residents (only). Click here for a map.
What do I do with old clothing that isn't fit for donation?
Old textiles (clothing, shoes and other fabrics) can be dropped in special containers located at the Norfolk drop-off recycling centers. Centers, located at the corner of 17th St.& Colonial Ave.(Maury High School) and on Security Lane behind the Norfolk Vocational and Technical School off N. Military Hwy, are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The materials are then resold or recycled into new textiles and shipped to overseas markets.

My garage is spilling over with old oil, paints, and pesticides. Where can I take that?
These and other Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) items can be taken to the Norfolk Transfer Station at 3136 Woodland Ave. on the first Saturday and fourth Wednesday of each month from 9:00am to noon. For a complete list of HHW items, click here. 

What do I do with items that I can’t recycle and won’t fit into my trash can?
Norfolk residents are allowed to request a special collection of bulk waste items, such as appliances, furniture, mattresses and overflow garbage. These are collected by a separate truck on your regular collection day. Requests for special collection must be made by 3:00pm one business day prior to collection. Residents can make the special collection request online or by calling 441-5813.

I can’t wait for my next trash day for bulky trash (not HHW). What can I do?

Norfolk residents are allowed free disposal of excess materials at the Norfolk Transfer Station at 3136 Woodland Ave. each Saturday, 7:00am to 4:00pm and Sunday, noon to 4:00pm. Residents must use a private vehicle and show proof of residence. 

 RECREATION, PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
Nearly 100 Participants Pedaled through Willoughby at the First Norfolk Bike Month Community Ride - Close to 100 bicyclists took advantage of the warm weather this past Saturday by participating in the Norfolk Bike Month Willoughby Community Bike Ride. Participants took a 5.8 mile ride down Ocean View Avenue, received free bike permitting from the Norfolk Police Department, free bike tune-ups courtesy of Bike Norfolk and children received free helmets from the Brain Injury Law Center. From mountain bikes to training wheels, bicyclists all of ages came out to support the event.  

SCHOOLS
A team of Norfolk Public Schools and community leaders has developed a set of strong action steps for engaging all shareholders - from students to staff and the community - in district-wide improvement efforts.


The team's work May 5-7 was facilitated by the Panasonic Foundation.

NPS has been partnered with the Foundation since 2001 to improve teaching and learning in the school division. The Foundation awards valuable partnerships to a small number of districts nationally that have a commitment to "breaking the links between race, poverty, and barriers to improving student achievement." The Panasonic Foundation's assistance comes in the form of consultants who, free of charge, work with their partner districts continuously to build capacity at the system level. Consultants work with boards, senior leadership, professional associations and the community to set goals for the school division and to develop accountability plans for meeting the goals. The Foundation sponsors two "institutes" each year in which teams from each member division come together to work on their mutual and individual goals.


With the Foundation's support, Norfolk Public Schools is focusing its improvement efforts around three goals, called Achievable Results:

· Achievable Result 1: By June 2011, create a comprehensive plan, including grade-level student performance benchmarks, for improving the on-time graduation of all students.

· Achievable Result 2: By June 2011, a system of support is in place so all NPS schools are, and continue to be, fully-accredited.

· Achievable Result 3: By June 2011, NPS will further improve the climate of support for the achievement of all students throughout all schools and the community.


A number of action steps are underway, including an initiative to boost student attendance, which is considered important for ensuring that students graduate on time. Students with chronic attendance problems are at higher risk of dropping out.


A 15-member team from NPS spent most of its recent three-day "institute" focused on developing action steps for Achievable Result 3. The team included School Board Chairman Kirk T. Houston, Sr., School Board member Dr. Linda Horsey, Superintendent Dr. Richard Bentley, other school division leaders, and representatives from the teachers' and administrators' associations, the Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Authority and the United Way. The team's action steps include:

· Developing and implementing, by fall of 2012, a new positive student behavior program in all Norfolk Public Schools, to reduce the number of students who have chronic discipline problems. Students who have good behavior tend to have a better chance at academic success and on-time graduation. 

· Encouraging teacher retention by providing new professional development and expectations for principals during the 2011-12 school year. Teacher retention is a key to providing powerful teaching and learning opportunities for students. 
· Taking inventory of schools' needs and hosting a forum inviting businesses and community leaders to partner with specific schools to meet needs. NPS believes that community partnerships are essential to helping all children succeed. 

· Forming a community task force to monitor the school division's construction needs, and presenting the city with a plan by August, 2011 for four new school construction projects. A significant number of Norfolk Public Schools buildings were rated poor or unsatisfactory in a

· 2007 suitability study in 2007. Although several aged buildings have either been closed or are scheduled to be closed, the district has only one new school under construction now: a replacement for Crossroads Elementary School. 

· "The end game is ensuring that all of our students graduate on time," said Superintendent Richard Bentley. "These steps are designed to create a positive school climate, which is essential to student success."

The action steps are scheduled to be reviewed with the full School Board in June.

Sheriff 
Sheriff Bob McCabe Foundation Awards Scholarships to Five College-Bound Seniors from Norfolk Public Schools. An aspiring architect, a teacher hopeful, a psychology/speech pathology major who hopes to one day open a clinic for children suffering from post traumatic stress disorder,  a young woman with a passion for science, and an athlete whose own  sports injury prompted his desire to become a physical therapist, are recipients of the  2011 Sheriff  Bob McCabe Foundation college scholarships. The $1,000.00 scholarships are presented to a deserving student from each of Norfolk’s five public high schools.  This year’s recipients are:

· Katie Drumheller from Norview High School who plans to attend Longwood University to study secondary education.

· Kevin Radford from Maury High School who is heading to the University of Virginia  to major in biology.

· Jameika Simmons of Booker T. Washington High School is bound for Ferrum College to also study biology.

· Saige Hill of Lake Taylor High School who has been accepted to Old Dominion University to study psychology and speech pathology, and 

· Alyssa James from Granby High School who, like Radford, has been accepted to UVA where she’ll pursue a degree in architecture.


Each student wrote a powerful essay outlining future goals and reasons for seeking the scholarship award.  All listed extensive volunteer, academic, sports and extracurricular activities as their accomplishments and the five rank between 6th and 44th in their high school graduating classes.
STREETS - TRANSPORTATION

City Crews Repair 2,064 Potholes During Pothole Blitz - The City’s roadways are easier and safer to drive on, after crews from Public Works’ Division of Streets and Bridges repaired 2,064 potholes during a month-long pothole blitz in April. Each year, the Department of Public Works designates April as the month for its Pothole Repair Campaign due to the consistently warm temperatures of 40 degrees or higher that create the ideal conditions for making permanent repairs to the roadway surface. In March, crews got a head start on Pothole Month by repairing 2,282 potholes, for a combined two-month total of 4,346 potholes. 


Jim Checkovich, Streets Engineer, says the City’s street repair crews appreciate the pothole reports from citizens. “The calls and reports we receive from our citizens help us to better serve the City and keep the roadways in good condition.” 


Although Pothole Month is officially over, crews will continue to make pothole repairs year-round. Citizens are encouraged to keep reporting potholes in Norfolk to www.norfolk.gov/PublicWorks/pothole.asp or PWORKS@norfolk.gov, or by calling the 24-hour hotline at 823-4050. When reporting the pothole, please provide the nearest address or cross street and a description of the damage. Pothole repairs are usually made within three to 10 working days of the report. For potholes on a state maintained interstate or county road, contact VDOT at 1-800-FOR-ROAD or visit www.virginiadot.org/info/faq-potholes.asp
multiple phase project begins in an effort to make potholes a thing of the past for I-64 - Earlier this month, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) awarded the first phase of the I-64 Concrete Replacement Project in the amount of $5 million to Dorey Electric, a locally-owned business in Norfolk. 


Crews have begun removing the dilapidated concrete patches and are replacing them with fresh sections of concrete overlay. The first stretch of roadway being replaced on I-64 East extends from the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel to Little Creek in Norfolk. Once this section is complete, crews will begin replacing patches on I-64 West from Little Creek to the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel. 


Phase I began this week and is scheduled to end fall 2012. During construction, motorists should expect lane closures on weeknights from 11 p.m. until 5 a.m. while crews are striping, joint sealing and grinding away the old patches. Once crews begin laying new concrete work, closures will be from 9 p.m. until 5 a.m.


Phase II replacement repairs will continue from Little Creek to the Twin Bridges in Norfolk. This project is slated for bid in early 2012. The third and final phase, also scheduled for bid in 2012, will extend from the Twin Bridges to Greenbrier Parkway in Chesapeake. For additional project information, please visit:  www.virginiadot.org/projects   

Council Transportation & Infrastructure Committee --Meeting Summary for May 10, 2011

Light Rail:

· City staff members were recently successful in securing the allocation of an additional $4.176M in available regional funding for the Norfolk TIDE light rail project. This total came from funds that the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) had previously been holding in reserve but had now been made available for distribution. 
· Mayor Fraim inquired about the status of available surplus Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) and Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) funding on completed regional projects as identified in the recently completed VDOT audit. Mr. Keifer indicated that the City staff will continue to aggressively pursue these accounts as soon as they are made available for distribution. 
· It was also reported that the second phase of the VDOT audit examining, currently underway, projects with regional funding will take longer to complete and may have greater difficulty in identifying surplus totals since final construction estimates may not be available yet for all projects.

NET Bus 
Key Highlights

· The purpose of the presentation was to provide an overview of the FY-2-12 Proposed Operating Budget as it relates to the NET.
· Current fiscal year cost for the NET is $748,000 which is in the parking fund. 
· A presentation was reviewed proving context for discussion on the future NET operation.
· The proposed route that the Committee prefers is the City of Norfolk-Ghent Net

· Next Steps:
· Stakeholder discussion on NET route details
· HRT public hearings (if required)
· Target date for new NET – opening of light rail
Evaluate ridership over the next year
 
UTILITIES
Sanitary Sewer Infiltration & Inflow Abatement on Private Property

Presentation to Norfolk City Council, May 17, 2011

The Issue

· Hampton Roads localities are legally required by DEQ Consent Order to develop programs to address failing sewers on private property 

· On May 19th, HRPDC will ask its member localities to vote on whether to develop a regional program or have each locality develop its own program. 

· Doing nothing is not an option 

· A regional program developed and implemented cooperatively by HRSD and the localities is recommended. 

Our Regional Sanitary Sewer System and Infiltration and Inflow (I&I)

· Hampton Roads has a 3 part regional sanitary sewer system with each part owned by a separate entity:

· Private Property Owner

· City or County

· Hampton Roads Sanitation District (HRSD) 

· I&I refers to groundwater or surface water that enters the sanitary sewer system through failing pipes, manholes, or illicit connections 

Sources of Inflow & Infiltration

Presentation contained a drawing showing the following: roof drain and foundation drain connected to system, broken or faulty lateral (pipe between house and main sewer pipe), root intrusion into the lateral, uncapped cleanout and storm-cross connection. 

I&I and Sewers on Private Property

· I&I causes flow volumes to exceed the capacity of the system, resulting in overflows

· Overflow reduction requires either added capacity or I&I reduction. 

· A combination of both will likely be most cost effective for our region 

· Typically, 40% of all the pipes in the sewer system are on private property, and elimination of I&I on public property is not enough to eliminate overflows 

Private Property Owner’s Perspective

· The cost of eliminating I&I on private property varies greatly, but is estimated to average about $4,000 for a typical residential lot

· Enforcement of private property I&I abatement is difficult 

· The property owner may not be experiencing any problem with their sewer service even if they have serious I&I that is causing overflows elsewhere in the system 

· An unplanned expense of $4,000 with no tangible gain for the property owner is a difficult sell

Regionally Managed I&I 

Abatement Program 

· To be developed jointly by the localities and HRSD over the next several months 

· HRSD:

· Offered to implement and manage a regionally developed program that would be uniform among all localities 

· Would use existing legal authority through its enabling legislation to require sewer repairs on private property 

· Would work jointly with all the localities to develop program specifics and determine where repairs are most needed 

Regionally Managed Program 

· Use flow metering data provided by the localities to determine where work is needed

· Residential properties – HRSD would hire a contractor and pay for the needed improvements 

· Commercial properties with I&I issues would be required to make the needed improvements and HRSD would contribute funding in the amount of the typical residential repair 

· Costs would be borne by HRSD through their regional rates

· Program would not affect HRSD’s rate projections - the focus of their capital program would simply shift from capacity increases to private I&I abatement

· Program details would be worked out over the next few months

Individual Locality Managed Programs 

· Not Recommended 

· Cost must be borne by either the property owner or the locality and will undermine support for the program and slow I&I abatement 

· Programs are likely to be inconsistent among localities, inviting unflattering comparisons 

· Some localities may have much higher costs than others

Recommendation

· Endorse the creation of a regional, HRSD managed, private I&I abatement program that would: 

· Provide consistent program administration throughout the region

· Allow limited resources to be used where they will be most effective 

· This approach is supported by all the region’s directors of utilities 

Conclusion

Cooperation among the localities of Hampton Roads 

and HRSD offers the region the opportunity to 

address our I&I problems in the most cost effective manner for our mutual customers. 

We should take advantage of this opportunity
VIRGINIA ARTS FESTIVAL

This year, from April 29th through May 1st, the Virginia International Tattoo burst from the confines of Scope Arena and took over the Scope Plaza with the first annual Tattoo Hullaballoo. Two hours priors to each performance of the Tattoo, the Scope Plaza came to life with dancers, musicians, food and much more, all presented in trademark Tattoo style. Patrons interacted with artists, indulged in great food from local vendors, voted in the first ever audience-judged piping competition and enjoyed drinks from the beer garden. The event was a tremendous success and an innovative use of the Scope Plaza. If you missed the festivities this year, don’t worry, you will have a chance to “Get Tattooed” at next years Tattoo Hullabaloo!

ZOO
Attendance at the Virginia Zoo is up nearly 30 % since the opening of its new exhibit, Asia – Trail of the Tiger, versus the same period in 2010.


"The new exhibit and favorable weather have put us on track for a fantastic year," said Greg Bockheim, the Zoo's executive director. "I'm very proud of what our staff has accomplished as a team with the City of Norfolk, our donors, Zoo members, and of course our visitors."


The Trail of the Tiger exhibit opened the first weekend of April, after a 3-year, $18 million construction project. Zoo attendance from April 1 through May 16, 2011 was 133,519, versus 103,576 for the same period last year.


The trend is expected to continue, Bockheim said, as the Zoo looks forward to the 2011 Summer Safari Camp and Zoo Grooves summer concert series.

THINGS TO SEE AND DO
CHRYSLER MUSEUM OF ART

The Civil War: Visual Perspectives, Then and Now, part of the effort to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. The Chrysler is home to one of America’s largest and most comprehensive collections of photographs documenting the Civil War. The exhibit will be on view through July 31. 

A selection of photographs, paintings, and prints records and reflects on different aspects of the war and its meaning for nineteenth century and contemporary Americans. The show includes works ranging from the battlefield photographs of Mathew Brady, Timothy O’Sullivan, and Alexander Gardner; to a series of paintings by Benjamin Richardson documenting the battle between the ironclads Monitor and Merrimack (as the C.S.S. Virginia); to contemporary photographic images of Civil War re-enactors by Willie Anne Wright, and a group of challenging prints by artist Kara Walker. Many of the works in the exhibition are drawn from the Chrysler’s extraordinary collection of Civil War images. 
FESTEVENTS 


Norfolk Festevents announced today the delicious return of the 2nd Annual AT&T HarborFEAST Seafood Sampler launching a spectacular Norfolk Harborfest® weekend on Thursday June 9, 2011 from 6 pm to 9 pm at Town Point Park along the Downtown Norfolk Waterfront.

Quick Facts:

What: 2nd Annual AT&T HarborFEAST Seafood Sampler

When: Thursday June 9, 2011 from 6 pm to 9 pm

Where: Town Point Park, Downtown Norfolk (In the event of severe inclement weather, the event may relocate to an indoor facility)

Ticket Info: Advance tickets available until sold out or until 5 pm on Wednesday, June 8th at www.festevents.org or by calling 757-441-2345. All Inclusive ticket (includes food and beverages) is $35 in advance or $40 at the gate. Event sold out in 2010. Limited number of tickets available!
35th Annual Norfolk Harborfest®, Hampton Roads' Largest Dock Party
35 years of festival traditions are celebrated on land as well as on the river!
	Location:
	Town Point Park, Downtown Norfolk, Virginia

	Date:
	June 9-12, 2011

	Time:
	Thursday: 6 pm- 9 pm; HarborFEAST
Friday: Noon - 11 pm 
Saturday: Noon -11 pm 
Sunday: Noon - 6 pm


For four memorable days, the Downtown Norfolk Waterfront transforms into an exciting playground for people of all ages. The historic waterfront festival offers a weekend packed with exciting activities on land and sea!  Harborfest® includes tall ships and the Parade of Sail, the largest fireworks show on the East Coast, local, regional and national entertainment, family activities, unique and unusual performances, water activities and much more. 

2011 Harborfest Parade of Sail, Presented by WVEC News Channel 13 
 The spectacular Harborfest Parade of Sail, under the direction of the Virginia Pilots Association, will enter the Downtown Norfolk Harbor on Friday, June 10 at noon. Following tradition, this impressive fleet will include tall ships, character vessels, sleek power cruisers, sailing craft, antique and classic wooden boats, military vessels, tugs and more! Thousands of onlookers stationed at vantage points along the Elizabeth River will be able to witness this expansive fleet as it dances down the river towards Town Point Park. For details, look for the Harborfest box on www.norfolk.gov
29th Annual Norfolk Jazz Festival - Marion Meadows, Warren Hill and Paul Taylor will perform on Friday, July 22, 2011 as part of the “Gentlemen of the Night” tour for the 29th Annual Norfolk Jazz Festival in Town Point Park on the Downtown Norfolk Waterfront. 

Ticket Information:
Ticket packages are available for General Lawn Seating, Reserved Seating and VIP Jazz Club. Please purchase tickets by visiting festevents.org, or by calling 757.441.2345. 
Festival Boater Docking: Please contact Kenneth Payne at 757.441.2345 ext.3017 or by email paynek@festevents.org for more information or to purchase your boater package. Festival takes place rain or shine. 
Date/Time: Friday, July 22 and Saturday, July 23, 2011. 5 pm – 11 pm daily.
 

LIBRARIES

Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month

NPL proudly celebrates Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month this May with a variety of special programs. Stop by your NPL location or go online to www.npl.lib.va.us, for a complete listing of events.  

Coffee Talk – Travels in Beijing, China

Saturday, June 11 @ 2:00 PM

Van Wyck Branch Library ~ 441-2844

Come for the first Coffee Talk at Van Wyck Branch with Doris Johnson. Ms. Johnson will share pictures and stories of her travels and adventures through Beijing, China. Coffee and light refreshments will be provided! (Adults) 

Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month Movies  *Movie titles and rating to be announced.

Wednesday, May 4 @ 3:30 PM & Monday, May 9 @ 4:00 PM
Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Celebrate the cultures of the South Pacific with great movies. (School Age)
2011 Summer Reading Programs: June 19 - July 30, 2011

There’s Something for Everyone - Read...Enjoy FREE Programs & Entertainment....

Earn Prizes....Have Fun at Your Library...All Summer Long!

Sign Up at Any NPL Location or Register Online @ www.npl.lib.va.us.
WEE READERS

Summer Pre-reading Program for Babies & Toddlers (Birth - 4 years)

This pre-reading program is geared toward our youngest readers, ages birth to 4 years old. Parents, read books with your child, attend quality programs, and win great prizes!

AMAZING TALES AT YOUR LIBRARY

Youth Summer Reading Program (Ages 5 – 12)

Kids who read succeed. Children who sign up for this program will not only improve their reading skills over the summer, but also have the chance to participate in exciting programs and activities, make crafts, win prizes, and more!

YOU ARE HERE... but Books Take You ANYWHERE!

Teen Summer Reading Program (Ages 13 – 17)

Designed especially for teens, ages 13 - 17, this reading program offers literacy activities to motivate teens to read during summer vacation, and a chance to win cool prizes!

NOVEL DESTINATIONS

Adult Summer Reading Program (Ages 18 and up)

Summer reading: it’s not just for kids! NPL offers this program for adults, ages 18 and older. Sign up, and you’ll have the opportunity to win prizes from local merchants!

Coming this Summer: Toot and Puddle! July 2011

You’ve seen them on Nick Jr. and read about them in books. Now, our favorite piggies are coming to the Library! Toot and Puddle will visit several NPL locations this summer to celebrate reading. See them live in person at a branch below. (Family)
Saturday, July 2

Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843 @ 10:30 AM

Janaf Branch ~ 124 Janaf Shopping Center ~ 441-5660 @ 2:00 PM

Tuesday, July 5

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852 @ 10:30 AM

Horace C. Downing Branch ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968 @ 2:00 PM

Wednesday, July 6

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844 @ 10:30 AM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335 @ 3:00 PM

Thursday, July 7

Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842 @ 10:30 AM

Friday, July 8

Little Creek Branch ~ 7853 Tarpon Place ~ 441-1751 @ 2:00 PM

Saturday, July 9

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806 @ 10:30 AM

Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750 @ 2:00 PM

In order to accommodate large groups, NPL requests that daycares, schools and groups of 10 or more please call the branch in advance to register for events.

Branch Events

Tweens & Teens Gaming Extravaganza  

Tuesdays @ 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (June 7, 14, 21 & 28; July 5, 12, 19 & 26)

Van Wyck Branch ~ 441-2844
Nintendo Wii and board games too! Join us and get your game on! (Tweens & 

Teens)

TQ’s Dance XpoZay

Tuesdays @ 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (June 7, 14, 21 & 28) 

Horace C. Downing Branch Library ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

Free dance lessons by TQ Dance XpoZay. TQ has exhibited her work in the Teen Culture Fest and in a variety of school performances. Different dance techniques will be taught, but whatever your style, you will have fun! 

(All Ages)

Wii Game Night

3rd Tuesdays @ 4:30 PM (June 21, July 19 & August 16) 

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Get your game on! Come test your skills on the Wii. (School Age & Teens)

Video Game Challenge

Tuesdays @ 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM (June 14 & 21; July 12 & 19; August 9 & 16) 

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Come play the latest games with your friends. Each month we will play a different video game. Check online or call for game titles.

(Teens)

Family Gaming Night

Wednesdays @ 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM (June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29; July 6, 13, 20 & 27; August 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31) 

Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Spend time with family and friends and play the Wii or old fashioned board games. You are welcome to bring your own games to share. (Family)

Play and Learn

Tuesdays @ 10:30 AM (June 7, 14, 21 & 28)

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Enjoy a fun morning of free play with your child (ages 1-4) filled with musical instruments, puzzles, blocks, cars, dolls, kiddy kitchenettes and more! (Toddlers)

Free Family Film Night

Tuesdays @ 5:00 PM (June 28; July 26 & August 30)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Each month we will watch a new release DVD. Check online and at the branch for movie titles.

Teen Advisory Committee

Last Thursdays @ 5:45 PM (May 26; June 30; July 28 & August 25)

Horace C. Downing Branch Library ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

Discover how teens make a difference in our community by joining our Teen Advisory Board. This is an opportunity to give back to the community. We’ll engage in book talks, take field trips, listen to motivational speakers and more! (Teens)

Urban Fiction Book Club

Fridays @ 12:00 PM (June 24; July 29 & August 26)

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

We will discuss current African-American literature. (Adults)

Free Family Film Night

Tuesdays @ 5:00 PM (June 28; July 26 & August 30)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Each month we will watch a new release DVD. Check online or call for movie titles.

Black Music Month Display

Wednesday, June 1 @ 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852
Individuals, both local and national, involved in the music industry will be featured in the display (All Ages)

Wii Rules the Summer

Fridays @ 3:00 PM (June 3, 10 & 17; July 8 & 22)

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852



Sharpen your Wii skills, challenge your friends or just have fun! (Family)
Teen Night

Thursdays @ 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM (June 6; July 7 & August 4)

Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Stop in and check it out! Play Wii games like Just Dance 2, watch a movie, catch a cool performance, and more! (Teens)

Beginning Poetry Reading  

Mondays @ 7:00 PM (June 6, July 11 & August 1)

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Experience the beauty of poetry reading as an art form. Celebrate diversity of style by sharing your favorite poem with a group of like-minded folks. (Adults)

Magic Tree House Book Club

1st Tuesdays of Month @ 4:00 PM (June 7; July 5 & August 2)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Come prepared to discuss the chosen book in the series and we’ll go on an adventure with Jack and Annie!

 June 7: Hour of the Olympics. Learn about ancient Greece and the Olympics.

July 5:
Midnight on the Moon. Travel to outer space!
Aug. 2:
The Knight at Dawn. Take a trip back to medieval England!
Finger Paint My Library!

Tuesday, June 7 @ 4:30 PM

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Help us create a mural to brighten up our library using just your fingers! (Preschool & School Age)

American Girl Book Club

Thursdays @ 4:00 PM (June 9; July 14 & August 11)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Read as many books as you like about our monthly featured American Girl. We will discuss her family and life, play games that she would have played and make crafts! (School Age)

June 9:

Kristen - Life as a pioneer.

July 14:
Rebecca - NYC at the turn of the century.

August 11:
Julie - Facing Changes in 1970’s San Francisco.

Movie Night

Second Thursdays @ 4:30 PM (June 9; July 7 & August 11)

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Enjoy a movie and refreshments with friends. Call the branch for movie details and ratings. (School Age & Teens) 

Movie Mocking Night

Wednesdays @ 5:00 PM (June 15; July 13 & August 10)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Let's mock bad flicks! (Teens) 
Father’s Day Craft
Friday, June 17 @ 3:00 PM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Decorate a hammer for dad. He'll love this special gift made by you! Please call to sign up in advance for this program. (Family)

Summer Reading Program Kick-Off Carnival

Saturday, June 18 @ 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750      

Join us for big trucks, a moon bounce, juggling, games and crafts. Meet RipTide and local author Ross H. Mackenzie while listening to cool tunes from the FM99 van and sign up for the Summer Reading Program! (Family) 

End of School Jam

Saturday, June 18 @ 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Summer is here....let's party with a moon bounces, games, face painting and crafts! And sign up for the Summer Reading Program! (Family)

Amazing Tales at Your Library

Tuesday, June 21 @ 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Horace C. Downing Branch ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

Celebrate the start of our Summer Reading Program with balloons, magic and most of all Amazing Tales! (Family)

Lego Mania

Tuesdays @ 3:00 PM (June 21; July 19 & August 16) 
Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Make amazing creations with Legos! (Family)

Crafty Canvas Bags
Tuesday, June 21 @ 3:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750      

Bring it the tote bag you got at the Kick-Off Carnival and create the coolest way to carry your books this summer! Supplies provided. (Family) 

Chalk the Walk

Wednesday, June 22 @ 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Grab some chalk and create a masterpiece on our sidewalk! (Family) 

Mermaid Tails Storytime

Wednesday, June 22 @ 10:30 AM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Listen to mermaid tales and decorate your own mermaid tail! (Preschool & School Age)

Tales In The Shade       

Wednesdays @ 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (June 22 & 29; July 6, 13, 20 & 27; August 3 & 10)

Park Place Branch ~ 620 W. 29th Street ~ 664-7330

Step out of the heat and into the shade for cool and colorful tales and crafts! Your toddler and preschooler will have a ball! (Preschool & Family)

The Virginia Living Museum presents: Mother Nature’s Traveling Road Show 

Wednesday, June 22 @ 2:00 PM
Little Creek ~ 7853 Tarpon Place ~ 441-1751

Planet Earth is home to many fantastic animals. Some live in jungles, some live in fields, and others live in grasslands. Join us as we learn more about these animals and even meet a few! (Family)

Summer Reading Program Kick-Off with Rob Westcott 

Wednesday, June 22 @ 2:00 PM

Park Place Branch ~ 620 W. 29th Street ~ 664-7330

Magician Rob Westcott presents an exciting hour of magic, comedy, and fun educational exercises. Arrive early, seats fill quickly! (Family)

Fantastic Animals from the Sea

Thursday, June 23 @ 11:00 AM

Horace C. Downing Branch ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

Join us as puppets from the Virginia Aquarium come alive! (School Age)

John Kingry’s Marvelous Magic Show

Thursday, June 23 @ 11:00 AM

Janaf Branch ~ 124 Janaf Shopping Center ~ 441-5660

Magician John Kingry presents a fun interactive magic show featuring doves and a rabbit! (Family)

The Virginia Living Museum Presents: Faraway Animal Friends

Thursday, June 23 @ 2:00 PM
Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

See and learn about interesting animals from around the world. (Family)

Creative Crafting Workshop

Thursdays @ 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (June 23 & July 14) 

Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Escape the heat and spend the afternoon using your creativity with a wide variety of crafts! (Preschool & School Age)

Amazing Tales Movie Time

Thursdays @ 2:00 PM (June 23 & 30; July 7, 14, 21 & 28; August 4, 11 & 18)   

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Enjoy family movies at the library each week this summer. (Family)

June 23:
101 Dalmatians

June 30:
An American Tail

July 7:

The Little Mermaid

July 14:
Aladdin

July 21:
Toy Story 3

July 28:
The Neverending Story

August 4:
How to Train Your Dragon

August 11:
Tangled

August 18:
Pagemaster

Toddler Open Play       

Fridays @ 3:00 PM (June 24; July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29)

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Open play time for toddlers and their caregivers. Enjoy our Kid Zone, get your hands messy with art projects, and meet other families with toddlers! (Toddlers) 

Fun Time Craft Time

Fridays @ 3:30 PM (June 24; July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29; August 5, 12 & 19)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Each week during the summer we'll do a different fun craft. (Family)
Summerfest @ Van Wyck

Saturday, June 25 @ 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Celebrate the beginning of the Summer Reading Program! Get a balloon creation from Ryan, the Balloon Guy, have your face painted by Ashley Pickens from Pick-n-Paint, games, food, crafts and more fun than you ever thought you could have at the library! (Family)

Third Annual Lafayette Luau

Saturday, June 25 @ 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Kick off the Summer Reading Program at our Annual Luau! Jump on the moon bounce, get your face painted, share a snow cone, and much more! (All Ages)

Rock Out with C. Shells       

Saturday, June 25 @ 2:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

An afternoon of music and fun with Hampton Roads' favorite singing children’s duo!  (Family)

Ryan, the Balloon Guy

Tuesday, June 28 @ 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Everyone's favorite balloon artist! Don't miss this chance to get your own fabulous balloon creation. (Family)

Board Game Extravaganza 

Tuesdays @ 3:00 PM (June 28 & July 26) 

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Your family is invited to play our board games or bring your own! (Family)

Children's Theater of Hampton Roads

Tuesday, June 28 @ 3:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Join us for an engaging afternoon of live theater as The Children's Theater of Hampton Roads performs an original play. (Family)

Children's Theater of Hampton Roads

Tuesday, June 28 @ 3:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Join us for an engaging afternoon of live theater as The Children's Theater of Hampton Roads performs an original play. (Family)

Gaming for Teens & Tweens       

Tuesdays @ 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM (June 28, July 26 & August 9)

Little Creek ~ 7853 Tarpon Place ~ 441-1751

Test your skills with Wii and other video games. A different game will be featured each month. Enter your name into a drawing every time you come to play, for up to 3 chances to win! (Tweens & Teens)

Ryan, the Balloon Guy
Wednesday, June 29 @ 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Ryan is sure to impress you with his amazing balloon twisting abilities! (Family)

Storytime with Susan Corbitt 

Wednesday, June 29 @ 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Amazing stories come to life in this interactive, fast paced storytime. Join the fun through music, movement!  (Preschool)

Opening Celebration for the Summer Reading Program

Wednesday, June 29 @ 2:00 PM

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852

Join us for activities and refreshments to start the summer right!  (All Ages)

Creature Comforts
Wednesday, June 29 @ 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843

Nancy Cooper presents super talented birds that can roller skate, dance and even skateboard! (Family)

Scratch Designs

Wednesday, June 29 @ 2:00 PM

Little Creek ~ 7853 Tarpon Place ~ 441-1751

Add various colors to paper, and then coat the paper with black crayon. Using a wooden tool, you scratch out your own design. You will be amazed at the results! (Preschool)

The Virginia Aquarium presents: Puppet Sea Theatre
Thursday, June 30 @ 11:00 AM

Janaf Branch ~ 124 Janaf Shopping Center ~ 441-5660

Join us for an hour of marine fun! Listen to a story, watch a puppet show, make a craft and meet live animals. (Family)

Moon Bounce and Games!
Thursday, June 30 @ 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Come jump into the Summer Reading Program with a moon bounce, egg race and book balance race! Small prizes for winners and bookmarks for all! (Family)
Iguanas Live with James Kuhn!

Thursday, June 30 @ 2:00 PM

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Learn all about these lizards and meet some live iguanas. (School Age) 

Teen Summer Wii Fun 

Thursdays @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (June 30 & July 21)       

Park Place Branch ~ 620 W. 29th Street ~ 664-7330

Take a break from the hot summer sun for an afternoon of Wii fun. Challenge your friends to some of your favorite games!

(Tweens & Teens)

Fun Friday Matinee

Friday’s @ 2:00 PM (July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29)

Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Every Friday in July we will be showing a fabulously fun family movie! (Family)

I Dream of Ice Cream

Saturday, July 2 @ 2:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Decorate your own ice cream fantasy with goodies we supply. I scream, you scream, we all scream for ICE CREAM!  (Family) 

Rescue Trucks Storytime

Tuesday, July 5 @ 10:30 AM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Beth Bruner, fire fighter for the Norfolk Fire Department, is going to teach us about fire safety and show us some big trucks. (Preschool & School Age)

Bingo Bonanza

Tuesdays @ 3:00 PM (July 5 & August 2)  

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Play bingo and win prizes! 3:00 PM (Family)

Art with the Chrysler

Tuesday, July 5 @ 3:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Let’s explore the world through art. We’ll make our very own masterpieces to add to your gallery. (School Age) 

Balloon Creatures & Magic by Susan

Wednesday, July 6 @ 10:00 AM

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852
From a list, children get to choose the balloon animal type or balloon that they want, and then have it made for them. A touch of magic is included! (Preschool & School Age)

A Tale of Two Cities

Wednesday, July 6 @ 10:30 AM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Come learn about one of Norfolk's sister cities: Toulon, France!  (Preschool & School Age)

Step to the Beat with Connie Ralston

Wednesday, July 6 @ 2:00 PM

Little Creek ~ 7853 Tarpon Place ~ 441-1751

Drummer Connie Ralston’s performance includes a variety of cultural traditions and audience drumming participation. (Family)

Magic Tree House Book Club

Wednesdays @ 3:00 PM (July 6 & 20: August 3)  

Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Reading adventures that will take us through history and all over the world! (School Age & Tweens)
July 6:
Dinosaurs Before Dark: explore the prehistoric world of dinosaurs!
July 20: Lions at Lunchtime: wander the wild plains of Africa.
August 3: Dragon of the Red Dawn: experience ancient Japan!
Nauticus presents: Seeing the Sea 

Thursday, July 7 @ 11:00 AM

Janaf Branch ~ 124 Janaf Shopping Center ~ 441-5660

Learn about ocean animals and the adaptations they use to survive, light and sound, ocean pressure and more! (Family)

World of Rhyme

Thursday, July 7 @ 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843

Experience world beats and stories as Connie Ralston shares her drums with us! (Family)

Stormy-the-Storm-Drain Storytime

Thursday, July 7 @ 2:00 PM 

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Join Fleta Jackson and Stormy as they teach you all about conservation. Meet Walter, a young boy who thinks littering is no big deal in Chris Van Allsburg's Just a Dream, and make your own litterbug to take home. (School Age)

Open Mic Night

Thursdays @ 6:00 PM -& PM (July 7, 14, 21 & 28)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

We'll have poetry, music, comedy and performance art outdoors on our lawn! Bring your lawn chairs and blankets. Call Jennifer Gibson at 441-5335 if you are interested in performing. Performance pieces must be suitable for families. (Family)

The Virginia Zoo presents: Amazing Tails at Your Library
Tuesday, July 12 @ 10:30 AM
Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

See live animals! (Preschool & School Age)

Bob Wescott: Man of Many Talents

Tuesday, July 12 @ 2:00 PM
Horace C. Downing Branch ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

Explore the world of the magician Bob Wescott as he takes you to heights of the unknown in One World, Many Stories and Recycle, Reuse and Read. (Family)

Kid Gamer Craze

Tuesdays @ 3:00 PM (July 12 & August 9)

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Come play video games with your friends. (School Age & Tweens)
Connie Ralston, Drum Lady

Wednesday, July 13 @ 10:00 AM

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852
The lady of a thousand drums brings her music, storytelling and drums for a rousing good time. Everyone can play! (Preschool & School Age)

Fairy Tales Storytime

Wednesday, July 13 @ 10:30 AM
Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

The Storytellers of Tidewater will entertain us with Fairy Tales! (Preschool & School Age)
Chesapeake Bay Bunnies with Karen Calabro

Wednesday, July 13 @   10:30 AM - 11:00 AM    

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Meet Tucker, the beautiful Angora rabbit, listen to a story and learn how to care for pet bunnies. (Preschool)

Klowning Around With Miss Kenya!

Wednesday, July 13 @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Park Place Branch ~ 620 W. 29th Street ~ 664-7330

Kenya the Klown will paint a smile on your face with an afternoon of fun and excitement! Registration for face painting begins 5 July 5th. (Family)

Paint an Amazing Tale

Wednesday, July 13 @ 2:00 PM

Little Creek ~ 7853 Tarpon Place ~ 441-1751

Design your very own Amazing Tales adventure! Choose a character from a fairy or tall tale. Paint your background and then add various materials to create a dimensional storyboard. (School Age & Tweens)

Ice-Cream Make-and-Take

Wednesday, July 13 @ 3:00 PM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Beat the heat and make a sweet treat! We'll supply everything you will need to make your own ice cream concoction. (Family)

The Virginia Zoo presents: Amazing Tails at Your Library!
Thursday, July 14 @ 11:00 AM

Janaf Branch ~ 124 Janaf Shopping Center ~ 441-5660

Meet a variety of mammals, birds and reptiles with special tails! (Family)

Boogie Down Junction: Meet Author Patricia Kendalls

Thursday, July 14 @ 1:30 PM

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852
Meet Patricia Kendalls, local author of the new book Buzzy Post Classifieds. You'll get a chance to decorate your very own keepsake hat to remember Ole Ms. Paws. The best awful hat wins a prize! (Preschool & School Age)

James Kuhn, the Iguana Man

Thursday, July 14 @ 2:00 PM

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Pet a real iguana! The Iguana Man will teach you about caring for these lizards. Remember to bring a camera!  (Family)

Tall Tales with Eunice Jones       

Thursday, July 14 @ 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843

Storyteller Eunice Jones will captivate people of all ages with her tall tales from around the world! (Family) 

Magic Show with John Kingry

Thursday, July 14 @ 2:00 PM

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

The magnificent John Kingry will captivate and mesmerize children and adults alike! (School Age)

James Kuhn, the Iguana Man

Friday, July 15 @ 2:00 PM

Horace C. Downing Branch ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

Back by popular demand, James Kuhn, and his famous reptiles! How do you take care of a lizard, what does he eat, when does he go to sleep? These questions and more will be answered by the Iguana Man. (Family)

Summer Movie Madness

Saturday, July 16 @    2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Need a cure for the summer blahs? Come to the library for an exciting movie!  (Family)

Van Wyck Ice Cream Social

Saturday, July 16 @ 2:00 PM

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Skip on over for an ice cream treat to beat the summer heat!  2:00 PM (Family) 

Wii Play

Tuesday, July 19 @ 3:00 PM

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Chill out with our fabulous gaming system! Play our games or bring your own (rated E only, please). (Family)

Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center Presents: Puppet Sea Theatre 

Wednesday, July 20 @ 10:00 AM

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852
Join us for an hour of marine fun! Listen to a story, watch a puppet show, make a craft and meet live animals. Activities stress the importance of reading books and respecting animals while introducing science vocabulary words. (Preschool & School Age)

Storytime with Skye Zentz

Wednesday, July 20 @ 10:30 AM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Enjoy the song styling of the talented Skye Zentz! (Preschool & School Age)

Nauticus Mermaids 

Wednesday, July 20 @ 10:30 AM   
Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Learn about mermaids and create one of your own! Visit with sea creatures from Nauticus. (Preschool & Family) 

VA Aquarium Presents: Puppet Sea Theater       

Wednesday, July 20 @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Park Place Branch ~ 620 W. 29th Street ~ 664-7330

Join us for an afternoon of marine fun! Listen to a story, watch a puppet show, make a craft and meet live animals. (School Age)

The Virginia Living Museum presents: Faraway Friends
Wednesday, July 20 @ 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843

Planet Earth is home to many fantastic animals that live in jungles, fields and grasslands. Join us as we learn more about these animals and their habitats, and meet a few! (Family)

The Virginia Living Museum Presents: Faraway Friends
Thursday, July 21 @ 11:00 AM

Horace C. Downing Branch ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

Planet earth is home to many animals that in jungles, fields and grasslands. Learn about these animals and their habitats, and meet a few!
Rock Out with C. Shells!
Thursday, July 21 @ 11:00 AM

Janaf Branch ~ 124 Janaf Shopping Center ~ 441-5660

Cindy Kays and Shelly Craig Potter play a variety of instruments, as well as using puppets and entertaining props, to encourage children (and adults) to play and sing along! (Family)

Magic! Magic! Magic! with John Kingry

Thursday, July 21 @ 2:00 PM
Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

This magic master has lots of tricks up his sleeve. He can levitate and cause small animals to appear, and make an audience member lose his head! (Family)
The Virginia Aquarium presents: Puppet Sea Theatre
Thursday, July 21 @ 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843

Join us for an hour of marine fun! Listen to a story, watch a puppet show, make a craft and meet live animals. (Family)

Puppy Party
Thursday, July 21 @ 2:00 PM
Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

We're having a Puppy Party with our friends from the Norfolk SPCA. Meet a new four-legged friend and make a cute puppy treat! (Preschool & School Age)

Drum Lady, Connie Ralston

Thursday, July 21 @ 2:00 PM    

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Join us for hands-on drumming with Connie Ralston. Learn about drums, sing, and hear rhythms from faraway lands. (School Age)

Block Party: Legos in the Library

Saturday, July 23 @ 2:00 PM  

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Hey, blockheads! Can you build it? Yes, you can! We have the LEGOs, you bring the fun! (School Age) 

Play With Your Food       

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Tuesday, July 26 @ 3:00 PM

Head Chef Steve Kenney of Freemason Abbey teaches us how to prepare a delightful family dish! (And shares some of his cooking secrets...) (Family)

Summer Gaming for Teens & Tweens       

Tuesdays @ 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM (July 26, June 28 & August 9) 

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Test your skills with Wii and other video games. A different game will be featured each month this summer. Each time you come enter our drawing to win a prize at the end of the summer! (Tweens & Teens)

Nauticus presents: Cool Science
Wednesday, July 27 @ 10:00 AM

Blyden Branch ~ 879 E. Princess Anne Road ~ 441-2852
The educators from Nauticus will demonstrate the science of temperature and states of matter with fun and amazing experiments! (Preschool & School Age)

Tall Tales Storytime

Wednesday, July 27 @ 10:30 AM

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

The Storytellers of Tidewater are going to entertain us with tall tales! (Preschool & School Age)

Bob Zentz: Minstrel / Troubadour 

Wednesday, July 27 @ 10:30 AM

Little Creek ~ 7853 Tarpon Place ~ 441-1751

Bob weaves amazing tales into music for a hand clapping, toe tapping good time!  (Family) 

The Hat Lady, Chasity Tucker

Wednesday, July 27 @ 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

With her many hats and many voices, the Hat Lady will take us on a wild, storytelling adventure! (Preschool)

Balloonpalooza!

Wednesday, July 27 @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Park Place Branch ~ 620 W. 29th Street ~ 664-7330

Ryan, the Balloon Guy, is back, making his fantastic balloon creations! You won't want to miss this! (Family)

One World, Many Stories with Rob Wescott
Wednesday, July 27 @ 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843

Rob Westcott presents a program featuring magic, puppetry, storytelling, audience participation and FUN! (Family)

Virginia Living Museum presents: Animals in the Garden
Thursday, July 28 @ 11:00 AM

Janaf Branch ~ 124 Janaf Shopping Center ~ 441-5660

The garden is alive with fascinating creatures. Let's see who might make a home in your backyard! (Family)

Sand Art Clappers

Thursday, July 28 @ 2:00 PM
Barron F. Black Branch ~ 6700 E. Tanners Creek Drive ~ 441-5806

Layer different colored sands in a decorative container to create a beautiful craft. With its clapping hands, you will be able to hear your craft too! (School Abe & Teens)
Juggler Tim Nolan 

Thursday, July 28 @ 2:00 PM  

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

World-Class-Juggler Tim Nolan holds the Guinness Record for bouncing and juggling 11 balls at one time. You'll see him juggle balls, knives, and more, all with a comic touch! (School Age)

Hot Summer Jams Featuring Skye Zentz and Friends

Thursday, July 28 @ 5:30 PM
Lafayette Branch ~ 1610 Cromwell Drive ~ 441-2842

Bring the family and friends for an evening of dancing and singing at a cool summer concert featuring local songstress Skye Zentz. (Family)

Petting Zoo
Friday, July 29 @10:30 AM 

Larchmont Branch ~ 6525 Hampton Boulevard ~ 441-5335

Meet the animals of Beach Party Ponies: chickens, ponies, a bunny, a duck and a miniature goat! Animal fun for the whole family. (Family)

Balloons and… more Balloons!

Friday, July 29 @ 2:00 PM

Horace C. Downing Branch ~ 555 E. Liberty Street ~ 441-1968

We’ll end our Summer Reading Program with a bang! Ryan, the Balloon Guy, will amaze you with his fantastic balloon creations. Take one home as a souvenir of our summer fun! (All Ages)

Summer Reading Club Grand Finale
Friday, July 29 @ 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 961 Park Avenue ~ 441-2843

Party without the Balloon Guy? NO WAY!! Our Summer Reading Program's grand finale will feature Ryan, the Balloon Guy, creating crazy balloon sculptures. The perfect set-up for a FUN afternoon! (Family)

Summer Reading Program Wrap-Up Party 

Saturday, July 30 @ 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM    

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 111 W. Ocean View Avenue ~ 441-1750

Let’s reward ourselves for a summer celebrating One World, Many Stories, with treats, crafts and a special appearance by some very talented Monkeys. (Family)

One World, Many Stories @ Van Wyck

Saturday, July 30 @ 2:00 PM

Van Wyck Branch ~ 1368 DeBree Avenue ~ 441-2844

Celebrate the end of the Summer Reading Program at our Around-the-World themed party. (Family) 

Ongoing Programs

Tails to Tails

Dogs love books, too! NPL invites school-aged children to the Tales to Tails program to practice their reading skills by sharing stories with book-loving therapy dogs. Registration and parental consent are required. (School Age)

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 441-5806
1st Saturdays @ 2:00 PM (May 7; June 4; July 2 & August 6)
Larchmont Branch ~ 441-5335
4th Saturdays @ 11:00 AM (May 28; June 25; July 23 & August 27)
Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 441-1750
3rd Sundays @ 2:00 PM (May 15; June 19; July 17 & August 21)
Babygarten

Come join Babygarten – a fun, exciting, and rhythmic program for infants (ages birth to 24 months) and their caregivers. Babygarten builds vocabulary, phonemic awareness and print motivation, encourages narrative skills and increases letter knowledge. It enriches a child’s life from the very beginning and provides them with an excellent foundation for the future. 
(Babies & Toddlers)   

Park Place Branch ~ 664-7330    

Wednesdays @ 11:00 AM  

(May 8) 

Jordan-Newby Branch ~ 441-2843

Thursdays @ 4:30 PM

(May 19 & 26; Jun. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30; Aug. 4, 11, 18 & 25)

Lafayette Branch ~ 441-2842
Tuesdays @ 4:30 PM 

(May 17, 24 & 31; Jun. 7, 14, 21 & 28; Jul. 5, 12, 19 & 26; Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30)
Wednesdays @ 10:30 AM

(May 18 & 25; Jun. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29; Jul. 6, 13, 20 & 27; Aug 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31) 
Larchmont Branch ~ 441-5335
Wednesdays @ 4:30 PM 

(May 18 & 25; Jun. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29; Jul. 6, 13, 20 & 27; Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31)
Thursdays @ 10:30 AM  

(May 19 & 26; Jun. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30; Jul. 7, 14, 21 & 28; Aug. 4, 11, 18 & 25)

Little Creek Branch ~ 441-1751
Wednesdays @ 10:30 AM

(May 18 & 25; Jun. 22, Jul. 6 & 20)

Pretlow Anchor Branch ~ 441-1750

Mondays @ 10:30 AM

(May 16 & 23; June 20 & 27; July 11, 18 & 25)

Wednesdays @ 10:30 AM 

(May 18 & 25; Jun. 22 & 29; Jul. 6, 13, 20 & 27; Aug. 17, 24 & 31)

**registration is not required to participate in Babygarten at Pretlow. 

Barron F. Black Branch ~ 441-5806

Thursdays @ 10:30 AM

(May 19 & 26; Jun. 9, 16, 23 & 30; Jul. 7, 14 & 28; Aug. 4, 11, 18 & 25) 
Van Wyck Branch ~ 441-2844
Thursdays @ 10:30 AM

(May 19 & 26; Jun. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30; Jul. 7, 14, 21 & 28) 

Janaf Branch ~ 441-5660
Wednesdays @ 11:00 AM  

(Jun. 22 & 29) 

1-2-3 Grow With Me
1-2-3 Grow with me is a playgroup and fun-filled program for kids, parents and caregivers. Each 60 – 90 minute program includes free play, an art activity, circle time, and great resources for parents. Registration is required. (Toddlers)

Horace C. Downing Branch

(757) 441-1968

Fridays @ 10:30 AM
(May 6, 13, 20 & 27; June 3) 

Pretlow Anchor Branch
(757) 441-1750

Tuesdays @ 10:30 AM
(June 7, 14, 21 & 28; July 5)

Janaf Branch
(757) 441-5660

Wednesdays @ 11:00 AM
(July 6, 13, 20 & 27; August 3) 

Barron F. Black Branch

(757) 441-5806

Tuesdays @ 10:30 AM
(August 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30)
ToddlerTime @ the Library

Features age appropriate stories, activities, and free play for children too old for Babygarten, but not quite ready for Storytime! (Toddlers)

Larchmont Branch Library ~ 441-5335

Tuesdays & Wednesdays, @ 10:30 AM

(Jun. 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 28; Jul. 12, 19 & 26; Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30)   

Mary D. Pretlow Anchor Branch Library ~ 441-1750

Tuesdays, @ 10:30 AM 

(Jul. 12, 19 & 26, Aug. 16, 23 & 30)

Lafayette Branch Library ~ 441-2842

Thursdays @ 10:30 AM 

(June 16, 23 & 30; Jul. 14, 21 & 28; Aug. 4, 11, 18 & 25)

**The Janaf Branch Library is closed until June 20, 2011 for repairs. 

 

Purchase Your 2011 Historical Calendar Today at 50% Off! - The 4th annual Norfolk Historical Calendar is available at all Norfolk Public Library locations and select local retailers. The calendar regularly retails for $10.00 and recaptures pieces of Norfolk’s past with historical photographs from the Sargeant Memorial Local History and Genealogy Collection (SMC) and intriguing tidbits about days gone by. All proceeds go into the Norfolk Public Library Foundation’s SMC endowment. For additional information please call City Historian Peggy Haile-McPhillips at (757) 664-7310. Order forms are also available online at www.npl.lib.va.us..

The calendar is sponsored by the Norfolk Public Library Foundation in partnership with The Norfolk Historical Society, The Law Firm of Decker, Cardon, Weintraub and Neskis, PC; The Financial Firm of Dominion Capital Management, Inc.; and The Professional Printing Center. 

Find NPL on Facebook! www.facebook.com/NorfolkPublicLibrary

Norfolk Summer Play Fest Schedule of Events

Best Always, Marilyn Monroe by Kathleen McBlair 

Dates: June 3, 4, 2011 at 8 PM 

at The Venue on 35th 

A touching and revealing new play about the last days of the beautiful, full-figured blonde legend known as Marilyn Monroe. Her provocative combination of sexiness, naiveté, drug dependence and maniacal ambition disarmed and surprised everyone who knew her. See the girl behind the image.                                  


* Premiere Production – McBlair is a long-term member of Virginia Playwrights Forum, she resides in Virginia Beach. Best Always has been in development at VPF. 

Dirty Barbie and other girlhood tales by Denise Stewart

Dates: June 16 -19, 2011 Thurs-Sat at 8 PM, Sunday at 2:30 PM 

at The Venue on 35th

A storytelling show about the author’s strange southern childhood. With the help of her alter ego, Dirty Barbie, Denise puts the “fun” back into “dysfunctional” as she spins tales on scarlet fever, scotch over ice, and the girls gone wild. Viewers have advised that future audience members should bring diapers and a box of tissues to this one.                                                            
* Presented as part of The Venue’s 2nd  Light Ops for New Plays – Stewart resides in Charlottesville, Va. Dirty Barbie premiered in Salisbury, North Carolina and was recently presented at Earl Hamner, Jr. Theater in Nelson County, Va. 

Wanderlust by Brad McMurran and Jeremiah Albers

Dates: June 17-19, 23-26, 2011 Thurs-Sat at 9 PM, Sunday at 2:30 PM

at Generic Theater

A new play that explores the lives and relationships of people in Hampton Roads. It is an unexpectedly sober look at the unique challenges and charms of life in our community. Suggested by La Ronde by Arthur Schnitlzer. MATURE THEMES AND SUBJECT MATTER

* Premiere Production – presented as part of Generic Theater’s New Plays for Dog Days Festival. This look at life in Hampton Roads came from the minds of Brad McMurran (writer and producer of The Pushers) and Jeremiah Albers (former producer of The Pushers and current AltDaily theatre critic)

Jack and Jillian by Denise K. Dillard

Dates: July 8-10, 14-17, 2011, 2011 Thurs-Sat at 8 PM, Sunday at 2:20 PM   at Generic Theater 

Set against a corporate background, Jack and Jillian is a set of two one act plays which intertwine the lives of the two principal characters. Each play explores how Jack and Jillian handle change. Jack has clawed his way up the corporate ladder only to realize he wants something else. Jillian, a perfectionist and do-gooder, learns that following the rules, may lead you to the bottom of the ladder.

* Premiere Production - presented as part of the Generic Theater’s New Plays for Dog Days Festival – Dillard is a long-term member of Virginia Playwrights Forum, she resides in Virginia Beach. Jack and Jillian has been in development at VPF, a staged reading was presented at Generic Theater in 200

Love Songs for the Road by P. A. Wray

Date: July 15, 2011 at 8 PM


at Little Theater of Norfolk

A touching love story about Jim, a country-music-loving truck driver, and his girl, Ellie, his much older, but jazzy landlady. Having kept their love affair a secret for over twenty years, trouble erupts when Ellie breaks her hip and her unscrupulous son takes over her home and affairs. Forced to leave Ellie, Jim relentlessly takes to the road. Haunted by memories and his lack of courage, Jim returns to fight for his one true love.

* A Staged Reading of a VPF work-in-progress. The audience will be able to provide feedback to the playwright in a moderated talk-back session after the show. Wray is a Norfolk native and founding member of Virginia Playwrights Forum. Love Songs is loosely based on events which occurred in her family, who also reside in Norfolk. 

Refraction of Light by Jean Klein

Date: July 16, 2011 at 8 PM

at Little Theater of Norfolk 
Refraction of Light takes place from the early 1900’s to the 1980’s in a house in the Berkley Historic District of Norfolk. From the time it was built until it faced demolition, the lives of three families; one African-American, one white Southern, and one Jewish, intertwine there. Within the walls of this house, the family members found both pain and redemption. All is reflected in a beloved stained glass window. 
* A Staged Reading of a VPF work-in-progress. The audience will be able to provide feedback to the playwright in a moderated talk-back session after the show. Klein resides in Virginia Beach and is a long-term member of the VPF. Klein was inspired to write her “Berkley Play” from her years of working in the Community Mental Health Center in there. Klein’s one-act, Snapshots, which premiered at The Venue in 2008, went on to win the Kernodle Play Competition at the University of Arkansas in 2010. 

The Eulogist by Chip Fortier

Dates: July 22-24, 28-31, 2011 Thurs-Sat at 8 PM, Sunday at 

2:30 PM at Generic Theater

A new comedy about a down-on-his-luck screenwriter who is spurred on by his rabble-rousing roommate to spin his talent into gold by writing eulogies for tongue-tied mourners. As their new business flourishes, they find themselves facing questions of greed, morality, love, plagiarism and some unexpected competition.

* Premiere Production - presented as part of Generic Theater’s New Plays for Dog Days Festival – Fortier is a Virginia Beach native and resides in Virginia Beach. The Eulogist has been in development at Virginia Playwrights Forum. A staged reading was presented at The Venue on 35th in December 2009. Fortier’s other produced plays which have been in development at VPF include 1607: First Landing, God, No, and The Space. 

Singing Sondhiem a cabaret performance by Suzanne Dowaliby

Date: July 31, 2011 at 7 PM 

at The Venue on 35th     

Norfolk-native, Suzanne Dowalibly, who has been living in Germany for the past 18 years, will be returning to the States in July to visit family friends. She will perform a cabaret celebrating the music of Stephen Sondhiem. Truly a night to remember.

You vs

Dates: August 5, 6, 12, 13, 2011 at 8 PM

at The Venue on 35th 

A Core Theatre Ensemble original piece which takes a comedic look at today’s  hilarious social situations and tries to make sense of them by asking: What do you think of others? What do you think of yourself?  What do you think others think of you? When do you lie and when do you say what's really on your mind? Honesty may not always be the best policy but it almost always is funny and lying is a human necessity. Find out what really gets said when it's  YOU Vs. ...?

* Premiere Production by Core Theatre Ensemble hosted by The Venue on 35th 

Nat’s Last Struggle by P. A. Wray 

Date: August 19-21, 26, 27-28, 2011 Fri & Sat at 8 PM   Sun at 2:30 PM 

at The Venue on 35th  

An adaptation of the Confessions of Nat Turner, the document entered into the Court of Southhampton County, Virginia by Attorney Thomas R. Grey during the trial of Nat Turner. Turner led the infamous slave rebellion which began on August 21, 1831. This solo piece begins with Nat’s sentencing and execution. The confessions are brought to life in the afterlife as Nat faces his maker’s judgment. Will Nat’s final struggle end in redemption or damnation?

* Being presented by The Venue’s 2nd Light Ops for New Plays. Wray is a Norfolk-native and resides in the Historic Freemason District. Nat’s Last Struggle has been in development at VPF and was first presented at The Venue on 35th in 2010. Other plays by Wray, What If Everything You Knew About Santa Was Lie? , premiered in December 2007, also developed in VPF.
Ocean View Beach Park Swings With Free Concerts

 

 
Norfolk Festevents announced today the official 2011 Ocean View Beach Park schedule of events. Between July 1 and August 26, 2011, guests will be able to enjoy live performances from local and regional bands every Friday night at our TGOV Beach Music Concert Series (Thank Goodness It’s Ocean View!). On Sunday nights from May 29 through Sept. 4, put on your dancing shoes as Big Bands on the Bay gets your feet moving. 

 
The TGOV Beach Music Concert Series is a great way to start the weekend with Live Music on the Chesapeake Bay, children’s activities, cornhole games, food, beverages and more! TGOV begins July 1 and runs every Friday from 6 pm to 9:30 pm through August 26, 2011. 

 

TGOV Schedule:
July 1:          Janitors

July 8 :         Jim Quick and Coastline

July 15:        FAB 

July 22:        The Main Event Band

July 29:        Bill Deal’s Original Rhondels

Aug 5:           Mark Roberts and Breeze 

Aug 12:        The TFC Band 

Aug 19:        The Showmen

Aug  26:       TBD 

 

In the event of inclement weather, please visit www.festevents.org to check for event delays or cancellation. Schedule is subject to change.

 

Big Bands on the Bay ends the weekend with a sunset celebration on the Chesapeake Bay. Welcome the stars every Sunday from 7 pm to 9 pm beginning May 29 and running through September 4, 2011. Guests are invited down to the Gazebo at Ocean View Beach Park for live Big Band music and dancing.

 

Big Bands on the Bay Schedule:
May 29:       Top Hats Orchestra 

June 5:         The Continentals

June 12:       Don Case and the Satin Sounds Orchestra

June 19:       Terry Chesson Orchestra

June 26:       Glen Boswick and the Sound of Swing

July 3:          Top Hats Orchestra

July 10:        The Continentals

July 17:        Don Case and the Satin Sounds Orchestra

July 24:        Terry Chesson Orchestra

July 31:        Glen Boswick and the Sound of Swing     

Aug 7:                   Top Hats Orchestra

Aug 14:        The Continentals

Aug 21:        Don Case and the Satin Sounds Orchestra

Aug 28:        Terry Chesson Orchestra

Sept 4:         Glen Boswick and the Sound of Swing     

 

In the event of inclement weather, please visit www.festevents.org to check for event delays or cancellation. Schedule is subject to change.

 

2011 Ocean View Beach Park Music and Dancing On The Bay

Where: Ocean View Beach Park, Norfolk, VA

When:   TGOV is every Friday from July 1 to August 26, 2011; 6pm – 9:30pm

BBOB is every Sunday from May 29 to September 4, 2011; 7pm – 9pm

Admission: FREE and open to the public for all events

Special Notes:   Please bring a lawn chair or blanket for seating.               

                             Coolers, food and soft drinks are permitted. 

                             No alcohol or glass is permitted. 
 

For more information about Ocean View Beach Park events and the Ocean View Crew fundraising program, please visit www.festevents.org, call 757.441.2345 or find us on Facebook at “Ocean View Beach Park”.

 

Produced by Norfolk Festevents, Ltd. and presented by the City of Norfolk, Ocean View Beach Park Committee of the Mayor’s Task Force and the Residents of Ocean View.
 

Tides to Host All-American Cookout

The Norfolk Tides announced Friday that they will host an All-American Cookout to celebrate Memorial Day on Sunday, May 29 and a second one to celebrate Fathers’ Day on Sunday, June 19. First pitch on both days is 1:15.

The package includes a reserved ticket to the game as well as a two-hour long all-you-can-eat buffet. The cost is $25 with an advanced reservation. They will be on sale by Friday, May 20 and can be purchased online, over the phone or by visiting the Harbor Park Box Office.

The buffet will include:


▪ All Beef Gwaltney Hotdogs


▪ Hamburgers with all the fix-ins


▪ BBQ Pork Sandwiches


▪ Golden Fried Chicken


▪ Baked Beans


▪ Coleslaw and Potato Salad


▪ Watermelon

 

RECREATION, PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

COMING ATTRACTIONS

SEVENVENUES & JAM THEATRICALS

ANNOUNCE THE 

2011-2012 BROADWAY IN NORFOLK SEASON

Norfolk, VA - The City of Norfolk’s SevenVenues and Jam Theatricals are proud to announce that the 2011-2012 Broadway In Norfolk season will feature the return of Norfolk’s most “popular” show – WICKED! The line-up also features Broadway hits RAIN: A Tribute to the Beatles, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast and the arena-rock love story Rock of Ages. The series is rounded out with the family favorite Cirque Dreams Holidaze and the wildly outrageous phenomenon Blue Man Group. Lastly, this season will offer special one-night engagements of the a cappella singing group sensation Straight No Chaser, The Christmas Music of Mannheim Steamroller By Chip Davis and Hal Holbrook’s Mark Twain Tonight! 

Performance dates are as follows:  


RAIN: A Tribute to the Beatles……………………………………….
September 30 – October 1, 2011          

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast………………………………………..
November 4 – 6, 2011

Straight No Chaser (optional show add-on) ……………………………
November 11, 2011


Cirque Dreams Holidaze………………………………………………
November 25 – 26, 2011

The Christmas Music of Mannheim Steamroller 
     by Chip Davis (optional show add-on)……………………..…………
December 7, 2011


Rock of Ages…………………………………………………………....
January 6 –7, 2012

Wicked………………………………………………………………….
March 7 – 25, 2012

Hal Holbrook’s Mark Twain Tonight! (optional show add-on) .………...
May 4, 2012

Blue Man Group……………………………………………………….
June 1 – 3, 2012

RAIN: A TRIBUTE TO THE BEATLES - September 30 – October 1, 2011      
DIRECT FROM BROADWAY!  “As “the next best thing to seeing The Beatles!” (Associated Press), RAIN performs the full range of The Beatles' discography live onstage, including the most complex and challenging songs that The Beatles themselves recorded in the studio but never performed for an audience. Together longer than The Beatles, RAIN has mastered every song, gesture and nuance of the legendary foursome, delivering a totally live, note-for-note performance in this multi-media concert, that’s as infectious as it is transporting. From the early hits to later classics (I Want To Hold Your Hand, Hard Day’s Night, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, Let It Be, Come Together, Hey Jude and more), this adoring tribute will take you back to a time when all you needed was love, and a little help from your friends!

DISNEY’S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST - November 4 – November 6, 2011
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL LOVE STORY EVER TOLD COMES TO LIFE! Disney’s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, the smash hit Broadway musical, is coming to Norfolk! Based on the Academy Award-winning animated feature film, this eye-popping spectacle has won the hearts of over 35 million people worldwide. This classic musical love story is filled with unforgettable characters, lavish sets and costumes, and dazzling production numbers including “Be Our Guest” and the beloved title song. 
Disney’s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST is the classic story of Belle, a young woman in a provincial town, and the Beast, who is really a young prince trapped in a spell placed by an enchantress. If the Beast can learn to love and be loved, the curse will end and he will be transformed to his former self. But time is running out. If the Beast does not learn his lesson soon, he and his household will be doomed for all eternity. Experience the romance and enchantment of Disney’s BEAUTY AND THE BEAST at Chrysler Hall this Broadway season!

STRAIGHT NO CHASER - November 11, 2011

Originally formed over a dozen years ago while students together at Indiana University, STRAIGHT NO CHASER has reassembled and reemerged as a phenomenon with a massive fanbase, more than 30 million views on YouTube, more than 500,000 albums sold, 100s of sold out concerts and numerous national TV appearances, this group is a proven success. In an era when so much pop music is the product of digital processing and vocal pro-tooling, STRAIGHT NO CHASER is the real deal - the captivating sound of ten unadulterated human voices coming together to make extraordinary music that is moving people in a fundamental sense… and with a sense of humor. See the A Cappella Sensation Live!

CIRQUE DREAMS HOLIDAZE - November 25 – November 26, 2011
CIRQUE DREAMS HOLIDAZE is "so full of energy it could end our dependence on oil" according to the New York Daily News and "stuffed with so much holiday cheer and audacious acts, Scrooge would exit with a big ol' smile on his face" proclaims the Erie Times News about this "Broadway-worthy spectacle".
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.Renowned director Neil Goldberg, creator of the groundbreaking Broadway hit CIRQUE DREAMS JUNGLE FANTASY, re-imagines the holiday season with CIRQUE DREAMS HOLIDAZE. An international cast of over 30 artists costumed as holiday ornaments come to life and perform astonishing feats of disbelief. Experience gingerbread men flipping mid air, toy soldiers marching on thin wires, snowmen daringly balancing, icemen powerfully sculpting, penguins spinning, puppets caroling and reindeer soaring high above a landscape of holiday wonderment. An original music score and some holiday favorites accompany hundreds of spectacular costumes adorning a magical tree of dreams in a setting of gigantic gifts, colossal candy canes and 30-foot towering toy soldiers. The perfect way to come in from the cold, forget the holiday stresses and rediscover the magic of the season!
THE CHRISTMAS MUSIC OF MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER BY CHIP DAVIS - December 7, 2011

Get an early start on your "holiday mood" when Mannheim Steamroller brings their Christmas tour to Chrysler Hall. Created by Chip Davis, Mannheim Steamroller's signature sound is where classical and modern-day rock, acoustic and electronic music meet. Celebrate the spirit of the season with the "18th century rock band" that has become one of the most popular and best-selling acts in the last 30 years.

ROCK OF AGES - January 6 – January 7, 2012

In 1987 on the Sunset Strip, a small town girl met a big city rocker and in LA’s most famous rock club, they fell in love to the greatest songs of the 80’s. It’s five time 2009 Tony® nominee ROCK OF AGES, an arena-rock love story told through the mind blowing, face-melting hits of JOURNEY, NIGHT RANGER, STYX, REO SPEEDWAGON, PAT BENATAR, TWISTED SISTER, POISON, ASIA, WHITESNAKE and many more. Don’t miss this awesomely good time about dreaming big, playing loud and partying on!

"Impossible to resist! As guilty as pleasures get."

- Charles Isherwood, New York Times
"Rock and comedy in perfect proportion!"

- David Cote, Time Out
WICKED- March 7 – March 25, 2012

Back by “Popular” demand. Entertainment Weekly calls WICKED "the best musical of the decade,” and when it first played Norfolk in 2009, it broke box office records and sold out in record time. Winner of 35 major awards, including a Grammy and three Tony® Awards, WICKED is Broadway’s biggest blockbuster, a cultural phenomenon and was just named “the defining musical of the decade" by The New York Times. 
 

Long before that girl from Kansas arrives in Munchkinland, two girls meet in the land of Oz. One - born with emerald green skin - is smart, fiery and misunderstood. The other is beautiful, ambitious and very popular. How these two grow to become the Wicked Witch of the West and Glinda the Good makes for "the most complete and completely satisfying new musical in a long time" (USA Today).

HAL HOLBROOK’S MARK TWAIN TONIGHT! - May 4, 2012

HAL HOLBROOK MARK TWAIN TONIGHT! continues to enthrall audiences with Holbrook performing 20-25 shows a year. By Holbrook's estimation, he has now performed the show well over 2,000 times. Just as Mark Twain brought his wit and humor to far-flung places a half-century before, Holbrook-as-Twain has also performed around the world, from Saudi Arabia and Warsaw, to Edinburgh and New Delhi. 

Holbrook is not simply an impersonator of Mark Twain, he is an authority on the writer about whom Hemingway said, "American literature began."

Hal Holbrook’s one-man tour-de-force, MARK TWAIN TONIGHT! perfectly merges man and material. Given the author’s rich vein of humor, Holbrook uses Twain’s own words to comment with wry wit on the contemporary American scene. Don’t miss your chance to experience this living, breathing American masterpiece!

BLUE MAN GROUP - June 1 – June 3, 2012

Experience the Phenomenon. BLUE MAN GROUP is best known for their wildly popular theatrical shows and concerts which combine comedy, music, and technology to produce a totally unique form of entertainment. The New York Times heralds the show as “One of the most delightful performance pieces ever staged.” E! Entertainment News exclaims, “BLUE MAN GROUP is what every live performance aspires to be.” The Baltimore Sun raves, “Blue Man Group packs a wallop. It’s a big, loud, funny, silly, visually arresting production!” 

Although it is impossible to describe, people of all ages agree that BLUE MAN GROUP is an intensely exciting and wildly outrageous show that leaves the entire audience in a blissful, euphoric state. With no spoken language, BLUE MAN GROUP is perfect for people of all ages, languages, and cultures. BLUE MAN GROUP is now on the road for its first U.S. theatrical tour. This unique experience is a form of entertainment like nothing else; guaranteed to be an outing you will never forget.

ABOUT TICKET INFORMATION

For Broadway In Norfolk subscription questions, please call 757-823-4299 or visit www.broadwaynorfolk.com . For group ticket information, please call 757-664-6980. Representatives are available Monday – Friday from 10AM – 5:00PM Eastern Time. Renewing subscribers will receive their renewal packages within the next few weeks. Complete show pricing details and Broadway In Norfolk series packages will be released in the coming weeks.

ABOUT SEVENVENUES

The City of Norfolk’s SevenVenues serves to link Norfolk’s residents, visitors and tourists to Norfolk’s rich cultural arts and entertainment community. Besides providing entertainment services, the City of Norfolk's Department of Cultural Facilities, Arts and Entertainment is also responsible for the maintenance, repair, management and operation of the City's seven public assembly facilities which include: Scope Arena, Prism Theatre at Scope, Chrysler Hall, Attucks Theatre, Wells Theatre, the Harrison Opera House and Harbor Park. For more information or to purchase tickets to specific events visit www.sevenvenues.com or call (757) 664-6464. Fans can also connect with SevenVenues on Facebook, download apps for the iPhone and android at www.sevenvenues.com/app and follow the action on Twitter at @SevenVenues.

ABOUT JAM THEATRICALS

Jam Theatricals is a Chicago-based entertainment company that presents and produces Broadway engagements throughout North America. Under the direction of co-founders Arny Granat and Steve Traxler, Jam Theatricals manages subscription seasons in more than 30 cities.

Jam Theatricals and its principals are the recipients of five Tony Awards® for producing on Broadway: including Glengarry Glen Ross (Best Revival of a Play 2005), Monty Python’s Spamalot (Best Musical 2005), The History Boys (Best Play 2006), August: Osage County (Best Play 2008) and Hair (Best Revival of a Musical 2009). Additional Broadway credits include: Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de Lune, The Retreat from Moscow, The Wedding Singer, Talk Radio, Rock ‘n’ Roll, The Seafarer, The Homecoming, November, Sunday in the Park with George, Speed-the-Plow, reasons to be pretty, 9 to 5 and Blithe Spirit. On Broadway this season, Jam Theatricals is proud to be producing The Addams Family. For more information on Jam Theatricals visit www.jamtheatricals.com .
.
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